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Lit candles and icon lamps (lampadas) hold profound
symbolic significance in the Orthodox Church, and
no service can take place without them. In the Old
Testament, when God's first earthly temple was
established, the Tabernacle services included lamps
as commanded by the Lord Himself (Exodus 40:5, 25).
Following this tradition, the New Testament Church
also incorporated the lighting of candles and lampadas
into its worship.

The Acts of the Apostles mentions the use of lamps
during services in the Apostolic era. For example, in
Troas, where Christ’s followers gathered on the first
day of the week (Sunday) to break bread—that is, to
celebrate the Eucharist—many lamps were lit in the
upper chamber (Acts 20:8). This detail suggests that
the lamps served not just for illumination but carried
spiritual significance as well.

An early Christian practice of bringing a lamp into
the evening service evolved into the modern order of
Vespers, with its entrance procession and the singing of
the ancient hymn: O Jesus Christ, the Joyful Light... This
hymn expresses the Christian understanding of spiritual
light, which Christ—the source of divine grace—bestows
upon humanity. The Matins service in the morning also
reflects the theme of Christ's Uncreated Light, made
manifest through His Incarnation and Resurrection.

The Church Fathers also emphasized the spiritual
meaning of candles. In the 2nd century, Tertullian
wrote: We never hold a service without candles—not
merely to dispel the darkness, since we also worship in

daylight—but to symbolize Christ, the Uncreated Light.
Without Him, even in daylight, we would be as lost as
in darkness. Similarly, in the 4th century, the Blessed
Jerome noted that in all Eastern Churches, candles are
lit even in daylight when the Gospels are read—not to
brighten the space, but as a sign of joy, allowing the
physical light to remind us of the divine light proclaimed
in the Psalms (119:105): ‘Thy word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path’.

St. Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerusalem (7th century),
wrote that lampadas and candles represent the Eternal
Light and the radiance of the righteous. The Holy
Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council decreed that in
the Orthodox Church, holy icons, relics, the Cross of
Christ, and the Holy Gospel should be honored with
incense and candlelight. In the 15th century, Blessed
Simeon of Thessalonica wrote that candles are also lit
before the icons of the saints to honor their righteous
deeds, which shine forth in the world.

For Orthodox Christians, lighting candles before icons
is a sign of faith and hope in God’s help, which is
granted to all who turn to Him and His saints in prayer.
The burning candle also symbolizes heartfelt love for
God. During the Twelve Passion Gospels at Holy Friday
Matins (Thursday evening), the faithful hold candles,
reflecting both their spiritual participation in Christ’s
sufferings and their love for Him. A long-standing
Orthodox tradition is to take home a lit candle from
this service, using it to make the Sign of the Cross on
doorways—both in remembrance of Christ's Passion
and as a form of spiritual protection.
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On Holy Friday at Vespers, when the Plashchanitsa
(Epitaphion) is carried out from the altar, and during
the Holy Saturday Lamentation Matins, the faithful
stand with lit candles as a sign of love for the crucified
Christ and their faith in His glorious Resurrection. On
Pascha, from the moment of the procession around the
church—commemorating the Myrrh-bearing women
who approached Christ’s tomb with burning lamps—
the faithful hold candles until the end of the service,
expressing their profound joy and spiritual triumph.

ot

”

Since ancient times, hierarchical services have included
special candleholders. When the bishop blesses
the faithful with the dikerion (symbolizing Christ’s
two natures—divine and human) and the trikerion
(representing the Holy Trinity), they bow their heads in
reverence. Candles are also lit during the Divine Liturgy,
including at the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

Holy Baptism is conducted with the priest fully vested
and all candles lit. Three candles burn before the
baptismal font, symbolizing that baptism is performed
in the Name of the Holy Trinity. The person being
baptized (if an adult) and their sponsors hold candles
during the procession around the font, expressing their
joy at the entrance of a new member into the Church
of Christ.

During the betrothal ceremony, the priest gives the
bride and groom lit candles before they enter the church
to receive the Sacrament of Matrimony. These candles
symbolize their love for each other and their desire to
live under the Church’s blessing. At the Sacrament of
Holy Unction, seven candles burn around the vessel of
Holy Qil, signifying the grace-filled work of the Holy
Spirit. When a departed Christian’s body is brought into
the church, four candles are placed around the coffin
in the form of a cross, affirming their faith in Christ.
During funeral and memorial services, the faithful hold
candles as a sign that the departed soul has entered the
heavenly Kingdom—the Unwaning Light of God.

During the Presanctified Liturgy at Vespers, the
priest blesses the congregation with a lit candle and
censer, proclaiming: The Light of Christ illumines all!
On Christmas Eve and the Eve of Theophany, a candle
is placed before the festal icon in the center of the
church, reminding worshippers of Christ’s birth and His
manifestation on earth as the Giver of Light. At every
Divine Liturgy, candles are carried in processions during
various parts of the service.

Thus, the lighting of candles and lampadas is an
integral part of all Orthodox Christian services, serving
a multitude of spiritual and symbolic purposes. As
Scripture declares: “Let light shine out of darkness"—
for it is God “Who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). Lit candles in the
church express the worshippers’ love and devotion to
God, their sacrificial offering to Him, and their joy in
the Church’s spiritual triumph. Their flames serve as a
reminder of the Unwaning Light, which, in the Kingdom
of Heaven, brings eternal joy to the righteous who have
pleased God.
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CtpiTeHHsa TocnoaHe - Benmke cBATo [lpaBociiaBHOI

LlepkBM, siIKe LWOPOKY BiA3HAYa€TbCA B OAMH i TOWM
camMuit aeHb - 2/15 nroTtoro. ToAi XpUCTUAHU YPOUMCTO
3raflytoTb MpPUHECEHHS HA COPOKOBWMI JAeHb nicas
HapodyKeHHa Ao EpycasMMcbKoro xpamy HemoBasTKa
Icyca, Moro 3ycTpiy i3 cBATUM Ta NpaBegHUM cTapLeM
CumMeoHoM 1 npopoynLeto AHHORD, a TaKOK, NMPOPOLTBO
cesTtoro CMMeoHa npo MambyTHi cTpakgaHHsa [isu
Mapii,gKit «nNpoLUnE cepue CTpallHWIA Mey 6010
(Tk.2:35). Us BaxknmMBa €BaHresibCbka MnoAia narna
B OCHOBY OJHOro 3 HaMbinbliMX ABaHAAUSATU CBSIT
LepkoBHOro poky. Breplie cBsato CTpiTeHHs1 6yn0
BCcTaHoBAeHO LlepkBoto B Epycanumi nicns Edecbkoro
cobopy 431 p.

Cepep, iHWIMX 0COBGMBOCTEN CBATA MOXHa 3rajaTtu
MOro YKpaiHCbKY TpajuLiito - OCBSYEHHS BOAM Ta
CBiYOK nicns boykecTBeHHOT NiTyprii. 3a3BMyain, nicas
OCBSIYEHHS LLi CBiYKM BUKOPMUCTOBYIOTb 3aMasioroum nig,
yac JoMallHboi abo LEepKOBHOI MOIMTBU, 30KpeMa nijg,
yac 3BepLUeHHS TaiHCTBa Wby MonoadTa TPMMakoTb
X B pyKax.

lMpakTnKa OCBSIYEHHSA CBIYOK BiAHOCHO HOBa, i Ha

HalMX 3eMAsxX He 6yna Bigoma paniwe XVII cT. Ti

3aBeieHHs MNpUNUcyTb KUIBCbKOMY MUTPOMNOAUTY
ceatutento Metpy (Moruni). OkpemMo cnig ckasaTw,
O YMH OCBSIYEHHS CBIYOK Ha CTpiTEHHS Bipi3HAETbCS
Bi/l, 3BMY4AMHOIO YMHY OCBAYEHHS CBIiYOK, KOTPUN MOXKE
3BEpPLUYBATUCh Y BYAb KU AEHb POKY.

Y cBOeEMY BigoMoMy «TpebHUKY» A8 YKpaiHCbKOI
LlepkBu 1646 poKy MUTPOMOAUT MOMICTMB KisibKa

BAYYEMO CBIYKU HA

ymHonocAiAyBaHHb, cepen Akmux 37 paHile BigoMuUMu
He 6ynun. CeaTtui MNMeTtpo (Mormnaa) Ha OCHOBI APEBHLOIO
«Pumcbkoro  putyany» -  «Rituale Romanum»
nepepobmBs AesKi YUHM Ta OCBSIMEHHS Ha NPaBOCaBHUMN
nap, Ta 6,1aroc10BUB Hadasli BUKOPUCTOBYBATU Y BCil
YKkpaiHcbkinn Llepkeu. Cepen, TUX 4UmHiB 6yB i «YumH
61aroC/IOBEHHS Ta OCBSYEHHSI CBiYOK Ha CTpiTeHHs
locnogHe». 3rogoM Us Tpaguuis 6y/l0 4YacTKOBO
3ano3unyeHa i Ha MocKoBiIto, asie TaM He NpuXKuaacs.

Y MOAUTBI OCBAYEHHSI CBALWLEHWMK MPOCUTH XpuUCTa
Cnacutens «ocBATUTU CBidi cBiT/IOM 61aroaaTi, Wo6
SIK CBIT/10 BOTHEM BUAMMMM 3anasieHe NPOraHseE HiuHy
NiTbMY, TaK OO cepLs Halli OrHEM HEBUANUMUM, TOOTO
cBiTnicTio CsAToro [lyxa npocBilleHi, OMUHYAU CAINOTY
BCAKKUX rpixis. LLLo6 3Moran Mm o4nEHMM OKOM AyLui
6aunTtn Te, Wo bory BrogHe i Ass HalIOro craciHHA
61aro noTpibHe. | WO6 cnoaobuTUCcs HaM NepPemMorTu
TEMHi Hebe3neKn LUbOoro CBITY i AOCArHYTM CBiTNa
0e3nepecTaHHOro...»




YnHonocnigyeaHHs 3axigHoi Llepksi, koTpe nsrio B
OCHOBY YMHY OCBSIMEHHS CBIYOK, CAra€ TpaauLii nepLumx
XpucTusaH Pumcbkoi Liepkeu B AeHb cBsTa CTpiTEHHS
WTW MO MICTy 3 3anasieHMMM cMonockmnamu. OcKisibKn
PumcbKa iMnepist 6yna S3MYHMULBKOK, a AaHWUIM nepio,
POKY XapaKTepusyBaBCSl 3HAYHOK Ki/IbKICTIO CBST,
npucBsA4YeHMX MicueBuM 6oXKKaM Ta igonam, Llepksa
BMPILLMIA NPOTUCTABUTU LLbOMY OCOBINBY YPOUMCTICTb,
sKa npunagana Ha AeHb cBaTa CTpiTeHHs - abo o
iHwoMy - cBaTa OuumuieHHs [isu Mapii. Onas Toro,
Wo6 BiAPISHUTU XPUCTUSAHCbKY XOAY BiA, TOroYacHMX
A3UYHULBKUX AINCTB, CNOYATKY CMOJIOCKUMNK, @ MOTIM
BXXE M CBiYKM OCBSIMYBa/IMCb OCOGJIMBOKO MOJIUTBOLO.
| xoua B lNpaBocnaBHIN LlepkBi Takux xoAiB CbOroAHi
He BJ1IALUTOBYIOTb, i BiAMOBiAHO, XOAHOI 06'€EKTUBHOT
NPUYNHU OCBAYYBATU CBIYKM B [IEHb CaMe LbOro CBATa
HeMae, TUM He MeHLle, Tpaauuis 3aBefeHa [leTpom
Morwnnoto Ha CTpiTeHHs - ofHa 3 HalbibLL Y/1H0B1EeHNX
TpaauLii NPaBOCAABHUX BipyHOUYMUX Y HU3LL 3MMOBUX
CBAT.

IcHye nornsg, Wo ocBsYYBaTU CBiYi HEMaE MNoTpebu,
OCKIiJIbKM CBiYKa LIe MOYKepPTBa, a BOHA OCBAYYETbCS He
MOJINTBOIO, @ CaMUM >KEPTBOMPUHOLLEHHAM. TUM He
MeHLle, CTpiTeHCbKa CBiYKa 3 [AaBHMHW Hafginsnacb
0cobnmBoOKO cuior. BBaykanoch, WO BOHA Mae cuay
BiaraHsTu 6icie, ii 3anantoBasiM B 4ac 0COH6/IMBUX
YKUTTEBUX KJIOMOTIB Ta Herapasfis, KOJIM XTOCb XBOPIB
abo 6yB npu cMepTi. B gesikux perioHax nikyBaau
ro/IOBHUIM 6iflb, 3HaMEHYIOUYM 3aMasIEHO CBIYKOO
HaBXpeCT rosioBy xBoporo. 'yuynm nepen 6ypeto Ta 3
HabIMXKEHHAM TpafoBUX XMap MaJiu 3BMYaAM XOBaTU
3anasieHy CBiYKYy B MY Tak, Wo6 ii AMM BUNLLOB 3
KOMMHA. Tak BOHM 6Y/I1 MEBHI, WO Hi iM caMuM, Hi ix
rocnofapcTBy HiYoro He 3arpoykye. Ocobnuey cuny
TaKoi CBIYKM Hafinsau B 3axXMCTi nNpu 6aMcKaBLi Ta
rpoMi, BiJ, Yoro BOHa OTpMMasia HasBy «FPOMHMLLI». Taki
ysiB/IeHHS Npo CTPIiTEHCbKY CBIYKY [OHUHI LUMPOKO
36epiratoTbCs Mo Wi XpUCTUSHCLKIM EBponi: Big, ITanii
00 YkpaiHu. Y Monbuli cBsaTo CTPiTEHHS LLEe Ma€e HasBy
cesiTa poMHKMYHOT Boykoi MaTepi. B ueit aeHb Bipytodi
CTOSITb Ha 6Oroc/y»KiHHAX i3 3anasieHMMU CBiYKaMU,
i HamararTbCs AOHECTM iX 3anajieHMMM [0 CaMoro
A0OMYy, NMoAibHO ToMy, K MU pobumMo Ue Ha CTpacHui
TuxxkaeHb, y Bennkuin Hetsep.

Ak 6aunmo, CTpiTEHCbKi CBiYKM LWe 34aBHa
BUKOPUCTOBYBA/IMCb K CBOEPIAHUIA MariyHMN obepir
abo aMyneT, i TaKe ysBJIEHHS! NPO HUX 6Y/10 LUMPOKO
po3noBcroaykeHe. OgHaK, Take 3a6060HHe CTaBJIEHHSA
OO CBiYOK HEMa€E >XOAHOro MiATBEPAXKEHHA Y
LLepKOBHOMY BYeHHi. “Manaloua nepep, iKkoHOO CBiuKa
- e 3HaK Haluoi Bipu i Hagii Ha 61arogaTHy JonomMory
BoxKy, WO 3aBXAU Weapo NMOCUIAETLCA BCiM, XTO 3

Bipolo i1 MoauTBOIO 3BepTaeThea Ao locnopa Ta Moro
CBATUX. 3anaJieHa cBiYKa - CUMBOJ1 HaLLOi rapsA4oi Ta
BAAYHOI M060Bi go bora”. Ak nucas ceaTuUTe b Pinapet
(dpo3noB): “cBiTNI0 CBiYKM O3HaYae 61aroroBiHHA [0
CBATO[ iIKOHM, Ta HAaJA€E 3PYYHICTb ii 6a4nTK B TeMpsABi”.
be3yMOBHO, 3 LIbOr0 MOXXHa 3pOOUTU BUCHOBOK, LLIO
HeMae 6inbll 6aarogaTHUX UM MeHLl 61arodaTHUX
CBIiYOK.

AKWO NHOAMHA CMNOAIBAaETHLCA JMLIE 33 [A0MNOMOroH
MEeBHOro PesiritHoro puTyasay no36aBUTUChb Big, YCix
CBOIX Npo6sieM Ta TypbOT, He MNpuKIagaryM Ans
LLbOro 3yCWJ1b i HE 3MiHIOKYMCb BHYTPILLHLO - TO BOHA
rpilnTb, i HasuBalOUM cebe XPUCTUSHMHOM XKUBE 3a
ASNYHULUBKUMK  BipyBaHHAMKW. CTpiTeHCcbKa cBiuKa
Ba)K/IMBa He caMa Nno co6i, a iMLue, AK XPUCTUAHCBKUIA
CMMBOJ1 HALLIOro cepuA, NnpocsiyeHoro Jlyxom CeaTum.

- 0. €s2eH 3annemHiok (cerkva.dp.ua)
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ICON EXPLAINED...

We read in Luke 2:22-40 that the parents of Jesus,
following Mosaic law bring their firstborn son to be
dedicated to God in the temple at Jerusalem forty
days after his birth. We pray in the hymnography
of the feast: “the creator of the law fulfills the law.”
This brings us to Feb. 2, the Feast of the Encounter
(meeting, presentation) of Our Lord in the Temple,
which concludes the Christmas cycle of feast days. We
see the parents of Jesus as they offer their child. The
Theotokos, her head bowed, holds her hand in offering
as she dedicates herself along with her Son to God.
This hand gesture should be familiar to us. We see it
in most of the icons of her and Christ. Throughout her
life and throughout eternity, in all humility, she deflects
our gaze towards her Son.

Behind the Theotokos, stands Joseph. His hands are
covered, indicating his humility and reverence before
God. Most icons of the encounter also show him
holding sacrificial turtledoves as required by the law.
St. Simeon is central to the icon along with the Christ
child. He receives the awaited child holding Him as if
on a throne.

The canopy behind them depicts the altar of the
Temple. Simeon together with the prophetess Anna
who stands behind him, represents all that is good and
God-seeking in the Old Testament. They have been
awaiting the Messiah for many years. It was promised
that he would not die before seeing the Messiah Lk
2:25-32.

He has devoted His life to God and has allowed the
Holy Spirit to guide his life. On this day he has been
led by the Holy Spirit to the temple. His body is bowed
and his hands are covered in reverence; recognizing
whom he holds. This is the defining moment in his life
an in salvation history as, recognizing the Messiah, he
reaches for the infant. The Old Testament covenant is
now fulfilled and the New Testament covenant begins.

The icon reminds us that even as an infant, only 40 day
old, Jesus is Our Lord, the high priest. His right hand is
held in blessing. The nimbus (halo) surrounds His head
bears a cruciform containing the Greek letters omikron,
omega, nu “l am He who is” the name of God in Ex 3:14.
Outside the nimbus (halo) are the Greek letters ICXC -
the Christogram (an abbreviation of Jesus Christ).

The Prophetess Anna looks on. She is identified as a
prophetess by the scroll that she holds in her hand.
She also immediately recognizes Jesus as the Christ,
the awaited Messiah. In Scripture we read that she
“spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption
in Jerusalem.” She is an eager evangelist pointing all to
Christ just as all the Old Testament Prophets did. This
is indicated by her hand pointing to the Christ child in
Simeon’s arms who will be a light for revelation to the
Gentiles Lk. 2:32.

Righteous Simeon and Anna awaited the Messiah,
praying and dedicating their lives to God. This allowed
them the vision to see what others could not. The
Messiah had come. As we contemplate this icon, we
pray that we might dedicate our lives to God and open
ourselves to the promptings of the Holy Spirit as they
did so that our eyes may be open to see His presence
all around us.



BEESWAX *
CANDLES

PARAFFIN?

Saint Symeon of Thessaloniki writes:

1.

2.

3.

4.

As the candle is pure (beeswax), so our hearts
should also be pure.

As the beeswax candle is supple (as opposed to
paraffin), so also should our souls be supple until
we make them straight and firm in the Gospel.
As the beeswax candle is derived from the
pollen of a flower and has a sweet scent, so
also should our souls have the sweet aroma of
Divine Grace.

As the wax melts and mixes with the flame as it
burns, so should our souls struggle to achieve
theosis.

As the burning candle illuminates the darkness,
so must the Light of Christ within us shine
before men so that God be glorified.

6.

As the candle give its own light to illuminate a
person in the darkness, so also must the light
of the virtues, the light of love and peace,
characterize a Christian. The wax that melts
symbolizes the flame of our love for our fellow
man.

Further, St. Nikodemos the Hagiorite gives us additional
reasons for the use of candles.

1.

To glorify God, who is Light, as we chant in the
Doxology: “Glory to God who has shown forth
the light..."

To dissolve the darkness of the night and to
banish away the fear which is brought on by the
darkness.

To manifest the inner joy of our soul.

To bestow honor to the saints of our Faith,
imitating the early Christians of the first
centuries who lit candles at the tombs of the
martyrs.

To symbolize our good works, as the Lord said:
“Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father
who is in the heavens.” The priest also gave us
this charge following our baptisms.

To have our own sins forgiven and burned away,
as well as the sins of those for whom we pray.



A Shepherd in the Lord’s Vineyard: The Ordination of
FATHER MAKSYM
ZHURAVCHYK

Hogwuii nactup Xpucroporo
BunorpajiHuka:
CBAIIICHUYA X1POTOHIS

0. MAKCUMA
KYPABUYHUKA

In the sacred embrace of the Chapel of the Three Holy
Hierarchs at St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological
Seminary, the hearts of the faithful swelled with
reverence and joy on Saturday, February 15, 2025.
This day, rich in spiritual meaning, marked both the
first day of the Feast of the Meeting of Our Lord and
the continued celebration of the Feast of the Three
Holy Hierarchs - Saints Basil the Great, Gregory the
Theologian, and John Chrysostom. On this blessed
occasion, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
witnessed a profound moment of apostolic succession
as Archbishop Daniel, with the blessing of His Eminence
Metropolitan Antony, ordained Deacon Maksym
Zhuravchyk to the Holy Priesthood.

The Divine Liturgy, celebrated by Archbishop Daniel
in concelebration with the seminary faculty and local
clergy from New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania,
was a testimony to the unity and continuity of the
Church. Faithful parishioners, seminarians, and friends
of St. Sophia Seminary gathered in the chapel, their
prayers and hymns lifting up the sacred space with
heavenly harmony.

As Archbishop Daniel entered the temple, seminarians
Marian Koval and Mykhailo Stasiv welcomed him,
calling upon him to remember in his prayers the faculty,
student body, and faithful who had come to witness
this solemn event. Their voices resonated with the deep
understanding that this ordination was not merely a
ceremonial rite, but a fulfillment of Christ’s call to serve
His flock with love and sacrifice.

Following the chanting of the Gospel, the faithful
listened attentively as Protopresbyter Stephen Hutnick
delivered a sermon filled with words of encouragement
and profound spiritual guidance. Addressing the soon-
to-be-ordained Father Maksym, he spoke of the sacred
responsibility of the priesthood, emphasizing that to
stand before the altar of Christ is to embrace a life of
self-offering and self-sacrifice.

“A priest is called not to serve himself, but to lay down
his life for his flock, just as Christ gave Himself for
the salvation of all. The vineyard of the Lord requires
laborers who are willing to serve with humility, love,
and unwavering dedication.”

These words resonated deeply in the heart of Deacon
Maksym, who stood before the congregation, prepared
to take the next step in his spiritual journey.

Then came the most sacred moment - the ordination
itself. As Protodeacon Pavlo Vysotskyi intoned the
solemn command: “Command! Command! Command,
Most Holy Master!”, Deacon Maksym stepped forward.
With three profound prostrations, he approached the
holy altar, guided by the senior clergy of the seminary,
circling the altar three times in reverence.

At that moment, as Archbishop Daniel placed his hands
upon Deacon Maksym'’s head, the eternal words of
ordination rang forth, invoking the grace of the Holy
Spirit to descend upon him:

10



“The Divine Grace, which always heals that which is
infirm and completes that which is lacking, ordains the
most devout Deacon Maxym to the Priesthood!”

And in that sacred instant, Deacon Maksym became
Father Maksym, joining the ranks of the holy priesthood
in the unbroken apostolic tradition of the Eastern
Orthodox Church. The mystery of the laying-on of hands,
a practice stretching back to Christ’s own disciples, now
continued in the Church of Constantinople, the Church
of Ukraine, and the Orthodox faithful of the United
States.

Newly-ordained Father Maksym Zhuravchyk received
from the hands of Archbishop Daniel the precious Body
of Christ, holding it in veneration behind the altar -
his first moment as a priest entrusted with the sacred
mysteries. His hands, now consecrated to serve at the
Lord’s Table, trembled with awe as he stood before
Christ Himself, offering his life in complete devotion.

The newly-ordained priest then distributed the Holy
Eucharist to the faithful gathered in prayer, their eyes
glistening with tears of gratitude. Following the Liturgy,
Archbishop Daniel, in the presence of Metropolitan
Antony, presented Father Maksym with his ordination
certificate, marking his entry into the priesthood as a
shepherd of Christ’s flock.

With joy radiating from his heart, Father Maksym was
given a blessing to bless candles for the faithful, a
symbol of the Feast of the Meeting of Our Lord - the
light of Christ illuminating the souls of His people. His
first priestly blessing, given in humility and love, was a
moment of grace for all who had gathered to witness
his ordination.

In his address to the gathered faithful, Archbishop
Daniel reflected on the sacred duty of the priesthood,
reminding everyone that to be a true shepherd is to
offer one’s entire being to Christ and His Church:

“To serve in the Lord’s vineyard is to give not only your
hands and voice but your very soul. A priest is not
called to power or prestige, but to sacrifice, humility,
and love—love that mirrors Christ’s love on the Cross.
The priest stands at the altar not for himself, but for all,
interceding for the salvation of the world.”

These words resonated deeply, especially with Father
Maxym, who had spent years preparing for this very
calling.

With deep humility, Father Maxym Zhuravchyk offered
his heartfelt gratitude - first to Metropolitan Antony for
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his blessings, then to the faculty of St. Sophia Seminary
for their wisdom and guidance, and to his brother
seminarians for their love and support. His voice
trembled with emotion as he turned to his beloved wife,
Oksana, calling her his pillar of strength and source of
love throughout his journey.

One sorrow tinged the joy of the day - his parents and
family were unable to be present in the United States
for the ordination. Yet, through the livestream provided
by the seminary, they watched from afar, their prayers
ascending to heaven as their son stepped into the holy
priesthood. In a moving moment, Archbishop Daniel
addressed them directly, offering words of gratitude for
the gift of their son, who had answered God'’s call with
faith and devotion.

Following his words of gratitude to Metropolitan
Antony, Father Maksym turned to Archbishop Daniel,
his spiritual father and mentor. With a voice filled
with emotion, he expressed his deep gratitude for the
guidance, support, and paternal care that had shaped
his journey from seminarian, to deacon, to priest.

“Your Eminence, you have been a spiritual father to
me, leading me with wisdom and love. Without your
mentorship, | would not have been able to take this
sacred step before the altar. You have guided me with
patience, strengthened me in faith, and inspired me to
serve with all my heart. | am forever grateful.”

These heartfelt words were met with warmth and joy
from the gathered faithful, who knew well the deep
spiritual bond between Archbishop Daniel and the
newly ordained priest.

Following the Divine Liturgy, the community gathered
for a festive luncheon, prepared by the seminary’s chef
Anna Krykh, with the assistance of Oksana Zhuravchyk
and the ladies of the local Orthodox community.
Laughter and fellowship filled the seminary halls as the
faithful rejoiced in the gift of a new priest among them.

The celebration concluded with the resounding
proclamation: “God grant you many years!”

As he embarks on his sacred journey, Father Maksym
Zhuravchyk carries with him the prayers, love, and
support of his spiritual family. He steps forward not
in his own strength, but in the strength of Christ, as a
shepherd who will lead with every fiber of his existence—
serving, teaching, and loving the flock entrusted to him
by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Photos by Subdeacon Mykola Stefanyk
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ARCHBISHOP DANIEL VISITS THE ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE OF CONSTANTINOPLE
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AND MEETS WITH His ALL-HoOLINESS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW

With a blessing and on behalf of His Eminence
Metropolitan Antony, Primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA, Archbishop Daniel, President of
the Consistory of the UOC of the USA, traveled to
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. This
official visit served as an opportunity to strengthen the
spiritual and fraternal ties between the Mother Church
of Constantinople and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA while discussing key ecclesiastical and
humanitarian initiatives.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate has long been the spiritual
beacon of global Orthodoxy, a place where history,
tradition, and faith intertwine to guide the Church in its
mission to spread the Gospel and minister to the faithful.
The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, maintains a
direct and sacred connection to this apostolic heritage,
preserving its unwavering dedication to the Orthodox
Christian faith. The people of Ukraine and its worldwide
diaspora have looked to Constantinople as their Mother
Church, especially in times of trial and tribulation.

During his time at the Phanar, Archbishop Daniel
was received with great warmth by His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, the spiritual father
of global Orthodoxy. The two hierarchs, in the presence
of His Eminence Elder Metropolitan Emmanual
of Chalcedon, engaged in meaningful discussions
regarding the ongoing humanitarian and ecclesiastical
projects of the UOC of the USA, particularly as they
relate to Ukraine and the broader Ukrainian diaspora
across North and South America, Western Europe, and
Australia.
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One of the central topics of discussion was the
continuing humanitarian outreach of the UOC of the
USA in Ukraine, particularly in response to the ongoing
war and suffering faced by millions of Ukrainians. The
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA has been a
steadfast provider of aid, offering critical material and
spiritual support to those affected by the war. This
work is carried out through partnerships with Orthodox
and humanitarian organizations, ensuring that medical
supplies, food, housing assistance, and spiritual
guidance reach those in dire need.

Archbishop Daniel and His All-Holiness also discussed
the significance of the recent federal academic
accreditation of St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox
Theological Seminary, a major milestone for theological
education in the diaspora. The accreditation serves as a
testament to the Church’s commitment to fostering the
intellectual and spiritual formation of future Orthodox
clergy and lay leaders. This achievement ensures that
the seminary continues to uphold the highest academic
and theological standards, preparing students for a life
of ministry and service.

Additionally, the conversation touched upon the
broader ministry of the UOC of the USA, including its
efforts in pastoral care, missionary work, youth and
family ministry, and inter-Orthodox cooperation. The
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA remains actively
engaged in spiritual and social ministry in various
regions, ensuring that Orthodox communities around
the world remain connected to the faith and heritage
that have sustained them for centuries.



A particularly moving moment during the meeting was
Archbishop Daniel’s expression of gratitude to His All-
Holiness for entrusting him with the honor of serving as
the Patriarchal Representative at the enthronement of
Metropolitan Sevastianos of Atlanta. This appointment
symbolized the continued collaboration between the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church, reaffirming the bond of unity that transcends
national borders.

Moreover, the Archbishop conveyed the profound joy
experienced by the faithful of the UOC of the USA
during the recent visit of His Beatitude Metropolitan
Epifaniy of Kyiv and All Ukraine to the United States.
His Beatitude’s participation in the Solemn Eucharistic
Liturgy with Archbishop Daniel, the clergy, and the
faithful of the Church was a moment of deep spiritual
significance, strengthening the unity between the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine, the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA, and the broader Orthodox world.
The presence of His Beatitude at St. Andrew the
First-Called Apostle Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in
Silver Spring, MD was a moment of spiritual renewal,
reminding all in attendance of the unbreakable apostolic
connection that unites us in faith.

The visit of Archbishop Daniel to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople was more than just an
administrative meeting - it was a reaffirmation of the
sacred mission of the Church to preach the Gospel, serve
the suffering, and unite the faithful under the banner
of Christ’s love. His discussions with His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew underscored the

shared commitment of both the Mother Church of
Constantinople and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA to promoting peace, healing, and spiritual
nourishment for the faithful in Ukraine and the
diaspora.

As he departed from the Phanar, Archbishop Daniel
reflected on the significance of the moment, stating:
“Our spiritual bond with the Ecumenical Patriarchate is
atestament to the apostolic heritage we have inherited
and the sacred responsibility we carry. The work of
the Church, whether in Ukraine, the United States,
or beyond, is to bring light where there is darkness,
hope where there is despair, and unity where there
is division. This mission is a calling for all Orthodox
Christians, and we continue it with faith, courage, and
love.”

With this spirit of renewed commitment, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA remains dedicated to
fulfilling its role as a vital link between the Mother
Church and the Ukrainian faithful worldwide. Under
the guidance of His Eminence Metropolitan Antony
and Archbishop Daniel, the Church will continue its
ecclesiastical, theological, and humanitarian mission,
carrying forward the light of Christ in an ever-
challenging world.

May the work of the Church be blessed and
strengthened, and may the sacred connection between
Constantinople, Kyiv, and the Ukrainian Orthodox
diaspora continue to flourish for generations to come.

“Just as the theught of fire dees not wanm the body,
s faith without bove dees nat actualize the light of
spiritual fnowledge in the soul.

Just as the light of the sun attracts a fealthy eye, sa

the pute intellect.”

+ St. Maximos the Confessor, Four Hundred Texts on Love 1.31-32
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A moment of profound spiritual unity and historic
significance unfolded in the heart of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA (UOC-USA) as His
Beatitude Metropolitan Epiphaniy of Kyiv and All
Ukraine, Primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine
(OCU), was warmly welcomed to the Metropolitan
Cathedral - St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in
Silver Spring, Maryland (Washington, D.C. Metropolitan
Area) on Sunday - February 9, 2025.

This sacred occasion, filled with prayer, thanksgiving,
and fraternal love, marked an unprecedented milestone
in the deepening relationship between the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA. The faithful, clergy, and dignitaries gathered
from across Maryland, Virginia, New Jersey, Road Island,
New York and the District of Columbia to participate
in this historic liturgical celebration, united in faith and
mission as the Body of Christ.

The visit of His Beatitude Metropolitan Epiphaniy was
met with great joy and reverence as he entered the doors
of St. Andrew’s Cathedral. He was solemnly escorted
by His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, President of the
Consistory of the UOC-USA, alongside His Eminence
Metropolitan Yevstratiy of Bila Tserkva of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine. At the entrance of the cathedral,
they were greeted with traditional Ukrainian hospitality
- the children of the parish presented flowers, and
Dr. Tamara Woroby, President of the Parish Board of
Administration, welcomed Metropolitan Epiphaniy with
the symbolic offering of bread and salt, a gesture deeply
rooted in Ukrainian tradition.

Also among the honored guests was Her Excellency
Oksana Markarova, Ambassador of Ukraine to the
United States, who sought the Metropolitan’s blessing,
emphasizing the spiritual and moral significance of this
visit, especially amidst Ukraine’s ongoing struggle for
sovereignty and peace.

The sacred celebration of the Divine Liturgy was led
by Metropolitan Epiphaniy, assisted by Archbishop
Daniel and the gathered clergy. The cathedral choir,
with angelic voices, filled the temple with hymns, while
deacons and subdeacons, including seminarians of
St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary,
reverently served in the altar.

The Gospel reading for the day - the Parable of the
Pharisee and the Publican - set the tone for Metropolitan
Evstratiy's homily. He emphasized the importance of
humility, repentance, and true faith, reflecting on the
responsibility of all Orthodox Christians to remain
steadfast in love and service, especially during this time
of war and suffering in Ukraine.

The Holy Eucharist, the very center of Orthodox
Christian life, was received by nearly 150 faithful, a
testament to the spiritual hunger and devotion of the
Ukrainian-American Orthodox community.

iFollowing the Liturgy, Metropolitan Epiphaniy
addressed the gathered faithful, expressing his deep
gratitude for the unwavering support of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA toward Ukraine’s
humanitarian and spiritual needs. He specifically noted
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the charitable work undertaken by the UOC-USA
through medical aid, financial assistance, and refugee
support, all of which serve as tangible expressions of
Christian love and unity.

In  response, Archbishop Daniel, representing
Metropolitan Antony, the spiritual father of the UOC-
USA and Diaspora, underscored the historic importance
of this visit, calling it a “breath of unity” between
two lungs - the Orthodox Church of Ukraine and the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA - working
together in one Spirit to serve the people of Ukraine.

Metropolitan Antony, unable to attend due to illness,
sent a heartfelt letter in which he reaffirmed the
commitment of the UOC-USA to stand alongside the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine. He reflected on the 107-
year legacy of the UOC-USA, a church that has never
wavered in its mission to preserve Ukrainian Orthodox
faith and identity in the diaspora.

To commemorate this monumental occasion,
Metropolitan Epiphaniy presented Metropolitan Antony
with the Medal of St. Andrew the First-Called, a symbol
of gratitude for his leadership and unwavering support
of Ukraine's Church and people.

Likewise, Archbishop Daniel was awarded the Medal of
Holy Archangel Michael for his extensive humanitarian
efforts, and Very Rev. Fr. Volodymyr Steliac, pastor of
the Cathedral, received the Order of St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker for his leadership in parish-level charity
initiatives.

A particularly touching moment came when Fr.
Volodymyr's wife, Pani Matka Marta Steliac, was
awarded the Medal of St. Olga the Great for her
dedicated work in charitable ministry. This recognition
highlighted the essential role of families in sustaining
the life of the Church.

Additionally, Archbishop Daniel presented Metropolitan
Epiphaniy with a replica of the ecclesiastical Panagia
and Cross of the first Metropolitan of the UOC-USA,
Metropolitan John (Theodorovich), symbolizing the
spiritual and historical unity between the two churches.

Following the liturgical celebration, a grand banquet
was held in the parish hall, attended by over 350 faithful,
clergy, and distinguished guests. Among those present
was Metropolitan Borys Gudziak of the Ukrainian Greek




Catholic Church, former First Lady of Ukraine Kateryna
Yushchenko, and Ambassador of Ukraine to the United
States of America Her Excellency Oksana Markarova.
A spirit of joy and fraternity filled the air as guests
raised their voices in “Mnohaya Lita” (God Grant You
Many Years) for Metropolitan Epiphaniy, Metropolitan
Evstratiy, Archbishop Daniel, and all who labor in the
vineyard of the Lord.

iA special highlight of the evening was the performance
by the renowned Ukrainian singer Oksana Bilozir,
whose songs have touched the hearts of generations
of Ukrainians. Her music, steeped in faith, hope, and
patriotism, served as a reminder of the cultural and
spiritual strength that unites Ukrainians worldwide.

This historic visit of Metropolitan Epiphaniy to the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA stands as a
powerful testimony to the resilience, faith, and unity
of the Ukrainian Orthodox people. It is a moment that
transcends time, carrying profound spiritual, historical,
and national significance.

As Ukraine continues its fight for freedom and justice,
the bond between the Orthodox Church of Ukraine and
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA becomes
an even greater beacon of hope. Through shared
prayer, sacramental unity, and unwavering charity,
both churches stand firm as witnesses of Christ’s love,
bearing one another’s burdens and carrying forth the
mission of the Gospel.
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The words of His Beatitude Metropolitan Epiphaniy
resound as a call to action for all faithful: “Our unity in
Christ is our strength. In these difficult times, we are
called not only to pray but to serve, to love, and to stand
as one Body in defense of truth, righteousness, and the
dignity of every human being. Let us remain steadfast
in faith, hope, and love—for our Church, for our people,
and for Ukraine!”

May this historic visit be a renewal of strength,
inspiration, and unwavering faith for all Orthodox
Christians, as together we continue to proclaim: “GOD
IS WITH US! UKRAINE WILL PREVAIL! CHRIST IS
RISEN!”

Photos by Subdeacon Mykola Stefanyk
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BnaxkeHHinwunn  Mutpononut KuiBcbkuin i BCi€l
Ykpainu Enidanin 9 notoro 2025 poky Ha 3anpoLleHHs

BucokonpeocsseHHoro  MutponosiMta  AHTOHiIS,
Mepwoiepapxa VYIMLU B CLUA, Ta HactoATens
roomagmu  npotoiepes  Bonogumupa  Ltenska

ovyonmB bBoykecTBeHHy niTyprito B AHAPIiIBCbKOMY
KadenpanbHOMy cobopi YKpaiHcbKoi [lpaBocnaBHOI
Llepkeu B CLUA (nigz, omodopom BceneHcbKoro
MaTpiapxaty) B Cinsep-Cnpuur, wrtaT MepineHa, B
okosmui ctonuui CLUA M. BalwmMHrToH.

MpeacTosTento aBTOKedasIbHOI
lMpaBocnaBHOi LlepkBM cniBCAy>XKUAM  apxienuckon
3axigHoi enapxii YkpaiHcbKoi lMpaBocnaBHoi Liepkeu
CWA  Oanuvin, wmutponosmT  binouepkiscbkni
€BCTpaTIiM Ta MicLLeBe AYXOBEHCTBO.

3a OOorocny>KiHHAM MOINNCA MUTPONOJINT
QOinagenvdinceknt  YIKL, Bnagmka bopuc Tlyassk
3i cBaweHHWKamu, Hapzsu4yanHuim i [loBHOBaXKHWUI
Mocon Ykpainu B CLLIA OkcaHa MapkapoBa, ekcneplua
nepni Ykpainn KatepuHa HOuwieHko, HapoaHa apTucTKa
YkpaiHn OkcaHa binosip, yncneHni napadisHu xpamy
Ta rocTi, aKi NpMby/IN Ha YPOUUCTICTb.

Mig, yac BignpaBu bnakeHHINWKWIA BRaguka BO3HIC
0co61mBy MONUTBY A0 focnoaaBYac, Kosim baTbKiBLLUMHA
B Hebe3neui. TakoX JIyHa/IM MOJIMTOBHI MPOXaHHS
3a BOiHIB, fKi 3axuLlatoTh YKpaiHy, 3a YKpaiHCbKUI Ta

YKpaiHcbKoi

aMepUKaHCbKNIM Hapoau.

Michs 6orocnysxiHus lMpeacTtosTtens MUY 3BepHyBCH
OO0 TMPUCYTHIX 3i C/IOBOM MPUBITAHHS, HACTaHOB i
NoAasIKM.

Ha 3aBeplueHHs, K BMSB MNOLWIAHM 3a 61arofdinHy
ryMaHiTapHy npaLyto, BeJIMKY A,0NoMOry, ska by1laHagaHa
i nponosykye HapgaBaTucs Big YIL, CLUA noTpebyrounm
B YKpaiHi, BnakeHninwmnimm Mwutpononnt KuiBcbkumn
i Bciei YkpaiHnm EnidaHiin Big3HauMB MUTponosmTa
AHTOHIS - OpaeHoM cBaTOro anoctosia  AHApis
Mepwo3BaHoro, apxienuckona [aHuina - OpaeHom
ApxicTpatura Mwuxaina, HacTtosTens AHAPIIBCbKOro
cobopy npoToiepes Bonogmummpa LLTenska - OpgeHom
cBATUTENS MUKoast, MOro ApPY>KUHY, Ka € aKTUBHOKO
OpraHi3aTOpPKOK  YUCJIEHHUX MNOAIA Ta TMPOEKTIB
napadissibHoro xutta MapTty LUTensk - OpaeHom cB.
KHArMHI Onbru. TakoXX Haropogamu 6ynin BiA3HayeHi
XPUCTUAHCbKA BOJIOHTepcbKa Mepexka Orphan Grain
Train, rpomagn xpamy [ISt. John of Norwood Ta St
Andrew Lutheran Church.

3a cnoBaMu BRagukn JlaHuina npoTAromM OCTaHHIX
pokiB cepepn iHworo rpomagn YL, CLUA Hapganu
gonomMory B npuabaHHi noHag 200 aBToMoGiniB
wemnakoi gonomory, 100 3 axkux O6ynu nepepaHi 3a
npusHayeHHsM 4epe3 KuiBcbKy MwuTtpononito [1LLY,
a 3arasbHa OUjHKa jgonomoru, 3ibpaHoi Big YL,
CLUA i nepepaHoi ana notpeb B YKpaiHi 3a pisHUMU
NMpPOEKTaMM, CTaHOBUTb 6/1n3bKo 30 MiNbIMOHIB A0/1apiB.
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Micns ypOouMCcTOro Borocny»KiHHs napadisHm
AHApiiBcbkoro KadeapasibHOro cobopy opraHisysanu
NPUMAHATTS Ha YeCTb Mpui3ay BMCOKOrO rocTs, nif, Yac
akoro npwveiTanu Moro BnakeHcTBO 3 6-10 pivHULIED
iHTpOHi3aLii Ta [lHeM HapoaKeHHs, aKi [peacTosaTenb
MpaBocnaBHoi LlepkBu YKpaiHu Big3zHaumMB 3 NHOTOrO.
B yac npwuiHaTtTs Mwutpononut EnidaHin BpyumB
Mepdani «3a >XepTOBHICTb i /l06oB A0 YKpaiHu» Ta
«XpecT CBoboan» Binbll HIXK TPUALUATHOM aKTUBHUM
napadigHaMm i 6GnaroginHukam. HanpukiHui  cBoiM
MY3U4YHUM BUCTYMNOM rpomagy HaauxHyna HapogHa
apTucTKa YKpaiHn OkcaHa binosip.

Hani BisnT MNpeactoatens aBTokedanbHOi YKpaiHCbKOI
MpaBocnasHoi Llepksu o CLLA npoaoB>Kutbcs B Hbto-
Mopky.

AHApiiBCbkMM  KadedpanbHUit  cobop  YKpaiHCbKOI
MpaBocnasHoi Lepken CLUA (nig, omodopom
BceneHcbkoro [MaTpiapxaTty) B Cineep-CripuHr, witaT
MepineHa € 0cOb6AMBUM MiCLEM, sIKE FYPTYE YKPaAiHLLB,
WO >XKMBYTb Y BalMHITOHIi Ta okoauusax. Xpam
Ha3BaHMM Ha 4YeCTb OCHOBOMOJIOXHMKA YKpaiHCbKOI
MpaBocnaBHoi LlepkBu cBsiToro anoctosa AHApis
MepLio3BaHHOro, KM nNepwnM nponosiayesas CroBo
Borke B yKpaiHCbKUX 3eMAISIX.

YKpaiHcbka napadis 6yna 3acHoBaHa y BalluMHITOHI B
1949 poui 65-mMa ciM'ssMu BiXkeHLiB 3 NigpaasHCbKOT
YKpaiHu, sKi cnoyaTKy 36upanucsi B OpeH0BaHMX
OyniBnsax, MOKM He npuadanam Ta BigpPeMOHTyBau
oyaisnto Ha 16-im Bynuui. MNpoTte Bxxe B 1987 poui
3a npoekt M. HimueBa cunamm rpomagm 6yno
3BeZleHO cobop Yy cTuAi Ko3aubKoro 6apoko B Cineep-
CnpuHr, wtat MepineHa. OCBAYEHHSA XpaMy O4O0JIUB
Mutponoant Mctucnas (CKpUNHKK), 3roaoM nepLumi
MaTpiapx BigpoaykeHoi YAIL, 24 keiTHa 1988 poky,
npuceaTmMBWwM Ut noaito  1000-niTTi0  XpeLeHHs
YKpaiHun-Pycu.

B yaci pocircbKoi BiiHK NpoTu YKpaiHu rpoMaga cobopy
CcTasla OAHiet0 3 HaMbisibll aKTMBHMX MPaBOC/IaBHUX
CMiNbHOT B Ajacnopi, 36upatoum i nepegaroym yepes
Kuiecbky Mwutpononito TLLY 3HayHy MaTepianbHy
gonoMory Ta ¢iHaHCYUM Pi3Hi NPOEKTU 3 NiATPUMKM
nocTpaXkJanux Bif arpecii Ta iHLIWX NOTPeOYUMX.

[peccnymcba Kuiscokoi Mumpononii
YkpaiHcokoi MpasocnasHoi Llepksu (MLY)

®omo - inoousikoH Mukosna Cmecgparuk (YI1L CLLIA)




METROPOLITAN ANTONY JOINS

RECEPTION N

HonNoRING METROPOLITAN EpPrpHANTY OF KyTv ||
AND ALL UKRAINE IN NEW YoRK CITY <

MHUTPOIIOJIAT AHTOHII B35IB
YYACTH B IPHHOMI

3 HATOJIH BIIAHVBAHHA MHTPOIIOIATA
KuiBcekoro 1 Beici Ykrainn Emeanisa B
Hroro-Horky

On Monday, February 10, 2025, in the presence of
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America,
the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate (AEP)
hosted a special reception and dinner in honor of
His Beatitude Metropolitan Epiphaniy of Kyiv and All
Ukraine. This gathering, held at Gallagher’s Steakhouse
in New York City, was a key moment in Metropolitan
Epiphaniy’s Archpastoral Visit to the United States and
served as a tribute to his courageous leadership and
the perseverance of the Ukrainian people during these
difficult times.

Among the distinguished guests was His Eminence
Metropolitan Antony, Primate of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA, who was joined by
Very Rev. Fr. Vasyl Pasakas, Executive Assistant to the
Council of Bishops of the UOC of the USA. Though
unable to participate in the recent liturgical celebration
in Washington, DC, Metropolitan Antony was present in
New York City to engage in vital discussions regarding
ecclesiastical unity in Ukraine and the diaspora with
Metropolitan Epiphaniy, as well as to offer his fraternal
support and prayers.

The event brought together Orthodox Christian leaders,
clergy, and faithful to celebrate the growing strength
and unity of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU) and
to reaffirm the unwavering support of the Ecumenical
Patriarchatefor the Ukrainian Church and nation.

Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, National Commander of
the AEP, provided historical context, recalling that
the Christian faith was first brought to Kyiv through
the mission of Saints Cyril and Methodios, sent by

the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.
He underscored that the Holy Faith was given by
Constantinople to Kyiv and, in turn, by Kyiv to Moscow,
making Moscow'’s continued treatment of Ukraine as
a subordinate entity both historically inaccurate and
theologically unfounded.

Dr. Limberakis also pointed out that Moscow’s historical
quest to usurp Constantinople’s role as the spiritual
center of Orthodoxy had led to the appropriation of
the double-headed eagle, originally the symbol of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. He explained that while the
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate honor the
symbol as a representation of their mission to protect
and defend the Mother Church, Moscow has attempted
to falsely claim this status, in an effort to undermine
the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s canonical authority and
global leadership.

During the evening, Metropolitan Antony held a meting
with Metropolitan Epiphaniy and extended greetings
from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and
the entire Ukrainian Orthodox diaspora, expressing
gratitude for Metropolitan Epiphaniy’s leadership and
spiritual guidance.

Metropolitan Antony stated: “On this blessed day, we
welcome you, Your Beatitude, as the Primate of the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine, with profound joy and
spiritual awe. Your first official visit to the faithful of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA is a historic
moment of unity, prayer, and service before the Throne
of the Lord.
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We give thanks to the Almighty for the opportunity to
pray together for peace, for Ukraine, for our people,
for our Holy Church, and for the entire world. Our
Eucharistic communion is a visible sign of our spiritual
brotherhood—an unbreakable bond in Christ that unites
our Churches, both here in the United States and in our
beloved homeland of Ukraine.

For more than 107 years, the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA has served as a spiritual home for
generations of Ukrainian faithful, preserving the faith
of our ancestors, raising children in Orthodox tradition,
and building vibrant communities of worship. In the
darkest years of communist persecution, our prayers
never ceased for the Church in Ukraine. We rejoiced
at the revival of Ukrainian Orthodoxy and the granting
of Autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, a
historic moment in which we saw the restoration of
canonical truth.

Today, we stand alongside the Orthodox Church of
Ukraine as we face new challenges: a brutal war,
suffering, and genocide against the Ukrainian people.
But we know that in Christ, we find the strength to
overcome all trials. The UOC of the USA remains
steadfast in its mission to support Ukraine’s Church and
people, offering spiritual, humanitarian, and material
aid. Together, we provide medical supplies, ambulances,
generators, food, and resources for military hospitals
and war-affected communities.

Your Beatitude, we pray for you, asking the Lord to
grant you wisdom and strength to shepherd the faithful
of Ukraine through these challenging times. We assure
you of our unwavering prayers and brotherly support
as you continue leading the Church in Ukraine toward
unity, strength, and the light of Christ’s Truth.

May God bless our work together, bring peace to
Ukraine, and strengthen the Orthodox Church in our
homeland and throughout the world.

As a sign of gratitude and fraternal unity, Metropolitan
Epiphaniy presented Metropolitan Antony with the
Medal of St. Andrew the First-Called, honoring his
leadership and unwavering support of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. This
distinguished award recognizes Metropolitan Antony’s
steadfast commitment to the growth and spiritual
prosperity of Ukrainian Orthodoxy worldwide.

The evening continued with remarks from Archbishop
Elpidophoros, who reaffirmed the Mother Church of
Constantinople’s steadfast support for the Orthodox

Church of Ukraine. He reminded attendees that
Metropolitan Epiphaniy had been honored with the
Athenagoras Human Rights Award in recognition of his
role as a leader and peacemaker during the war.

Dr. Limberakis noted that His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew had bestowed the title of
“His Beatitude” (MakapuwTtatog) upon Metropolitan
Epiphaniy, a title reflecting the Beatitudes spoken by
Christ: “Blessed are the peacemakers” and “Blessed are
those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness.”
He emphasized that Metropolitan Epiphaniy’sleadership
embodies these virtues, particularly in this time of war.

Metropolitan Epiphaniy himself spoke movingly about
the ongoing war in Ukraine, calling upon all Orthodox
Christians to pray for peace and continue supporting
humanitarian efforts. He reaffirmed that Ukraine would
prevail, strengthened by the support of the global
Orthodox Church and the democratic world.

The evening concluded with a renewed sense of
unity and purpose. The Orthodox Church of Ukraine,
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, and the
Ecumenical Patriarchate remain bound by faith, history,
and mission. As Metropolitan Epiphaniy noted, the
Autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church has become
a cornerstone of the Ukrainian nation, offering spiritual
resilience in its struggle for survival and justice.

Metropolitan Antony’s presence at this gathering
affirmed the unbreakable bond between the Ukrainian
Orthodox faithful in the diaspora and their spiritual
homeland. The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
continues its commitment to serving both Ukraine and
the faithful abroad, ensuring that the light of Christ’s
Truth shines brightly for generations to come.

May the Lord grant peace to Ukraine, strength to its
Church, and unity to all Orthodox faithful.

Photos by Fr. Vasyl Pasakas
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A MISSION OF HI.OVE AND MERCY:
The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA's
Humanitarian Effort in Eastem Ukraine

MICI9 AIObOBI TA MUAOCEPAY:
F'YMQHITQPHE CAYXIHHS YKPQIHCHKOI
lpasocaasHol Liepken CLLA Ha cxoal YKpaiHu

-~ F

The sacred mission of the Church has always been
to bring light into the darkest moments of human
suffering, to offer love where there is despair, and to
heal the wounds of those afflicted by war, poverty, and
displacement. This mission, commissioned by the Holy
Apostles and our Lord Himself, continues today through
the selfless acts of those who serve in His name.

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, in
collaboration with dedicated clergy and faithful, remains
steadfast in its commitment to aiding the suffering
people of Ukraine. Through the tireless efforts of
Very Reverend Fr. Constantine Kuznetsov and his wife
Natalia, the love of Christ is being brought to those in
dire need. Their journey to Kharkiv, a city on the eastern
frontlines, is a testament to the unwavering spirit of the
Church - a spirit that does not turn away from suffering
but embraces it with compassion.

As Kharkiv and its surrounding towns and villages
endure relentless bombardment by the ruthless Russian
military, thousands have been forced from their homes,
seeking refuge with little more than the clothes on their
backs. Many have lost everything - loved ones, shelter,
and even the means to obtain basic necessities like food
and medication. The Church, through the generosity of
faithful donors, has been able to deliver and distribute
financial aid, food, and essential supplies to these
struggling families.

For many, the only refuge they find is within the walls of
the local parishes of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.
These sacred places have become beacons of hope,
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where the suffering receive not only material assistance
but also spiritual support - prayers, encouragement, and
the reassurance that they are not forgotten.

“The war has taken everything from these people,’
shares Fr. Constantine. “Yet, when we bring them food
and aid, what they express most is gratitude - not just
for what we bring, but for the fact that we have not
abandoned them. They see Christ in the love that is
shared, and that is what sustains them.”



His Eminence, Archbishop Daniel, together with the
faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA,
has continued to lift these suffering souls in prayer,
urging the world to recognize the sanctity of every
human life. “The suffering of the innocent must never be
ignored,” he stated in a recent message. “As Christians,
we are called not only to witness the pain of others but
to act in love and compassion, just as our Lord did.”

The destruction, the pain, the tears, and the fear - these
are the daily realities of those who have survived the
horrors of war. As Fr. Constantine and his team travel
through these devastated areas, they see firsthand the
human toll of this tragedy. Yet, amid the rubble and
despair, they also witness something remarkable: faith
that endures, prayers that never cease, and a hope that
remains unshaken.

Fr. Constantine, despite the dangers, continues to
travel in his car to reach those on the streets - those
who have lost their homes and have nowhere to turn.
His mission, and that of the Church, is to lighten the
burden of these suffering souls, not only with material
aid but also through prayer, encouragement, and acts
of kindness.

Every contribution matters. Every act of generosity
brings hope. Whether it is through financial donations,
sending medical supplies, or offering prayers, you can
be a part of this sacred mission.

As you witness the faces of the refugees, see in them
the suffering face of Christ Himself. Let your heart
be moved, and let your love be active. Support the
humanitarian mission of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA. Offer of yourself, and let your generosity be
a beacon of light to those in darkness.

May the Lord, Who is the Giver of all good things, bless
and multiply our offerings, bringing peace to those who
suffer and an end to this war. Amen.

Photos by Fr. Constantine Kuznetsov
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CABBAGE ROLIL

* 1GUP CHOPPED YELLOW ONION (~ 1 MEDIUM ONION)

* 6 CLOVES OF MINCED GARLIC

* 1/2 POUND LEAN GROUND PORK

* 6-7 CUPS OF PACKED CABBAGE (TEAR THE PIECES INTO LARGE BITE SIZE)
* 3/4 CUP UNCOOKED RICE

* 128-0UNCES CAN OF DICED TOMATOES
* 2 TABLESPOONS TOMATO PASTE

* 2 TABLESPOONS BROWN SUGAR

« 4 CUPS BEEF BROTH

* 11/2 CUPS TOMATO JUICE

* 1TABLESPOON WORCESTERSH
* 2 LEAVES BAY

. SﬁLTmEPPEH'ﬂITAS[E 8

3

INSTRUCTIONS 3
 HEAT THE OIL IN A LARGE POT OVER MEDIUM-HIGH HEAT.
» PLACE THE ONION, GARLIC AND MINCED PORK AND BEEFIN'T

« DRAIN THE GREASE AND RETURN TO THE STI]UE. ' ——
« ADD CHOPPED CABBAGE, FRY FOR 3-4 MINUTES THEN ADD ALL THE OTHER INGREDIENTS TO THE MIX " [ LN
« ALLOW THE SOUP TO COME TO A BOIL, THEN TURN THE HEAT DOWN TO LOW AND PLACE A
« SIMMER FOR 20-25 MINUTES UNTIL THE RICE IS COOKED AND THE CABBAGE IS SOFTENED.
* REMOVE THE BAY LEAVES.

* SERVE!

THICKEN UP ONCE IN THE REFRIGERATOR.

THEKITCHENMAGPIE.COM
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“You are the light of the world... your light must

shine before others that they may see your good deeds and glorify
your heavenly father.” Mt 5:14-16

>

oIRECTIONS: CUT OUT THE FLAMES AND CANDLE. FOLD
THE FLAPS. ROLL AND GLUE TO MAKE A CYLINDER. DRAW
OR PASTE A PICTURE OF YOURSELF OF THE BLANK FLAME

(AS YOU REFLECT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST).
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SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS: UNITED IN FAITH,
DEDICATED TO HIS CALL

. 24™ REGULAR SOBOR .

CAY)XXUMO FOCHOJJ,Y 3 PA.D,ICTI-O: OB’€AHAHI Y BIPI
TA BIAAAHI NOIO NOKJIMKAHHIO

- 3anomyume
damy /

YKpaIHCbKOl I'IpaBocnaBHm Llepkeu CIJJA 36epeTbCﬂ Ha
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55 Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA
o [ Dedicate fo our Church . Devoled lo its Youth

2025 Ohio/WPa Pan-Orthodox Retreat

Slie Longuage o Ortheeny

Scripture & Verse

Experiencing Great Lent through the Prophets,
Psalmist, Saints and the Gospels

SAT., MARCH 15, 2025, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

SAINT,SOPHIA SEMINARY
—mm Téels ingpinaliin

CEMIHAPI}I CBHTOI CO (I)II,

=Saints, Daily Readings, Paschalion
- -Directory of parishes
- -Directory of clergy with photos
-List of Names of Saints in Englsh and Ukrainian
mem‘mm more..
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BAPTISMS:

Andrushko, Anna baptized and chrismated on June 13, 2024 in St.
John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Oleg Andrushko
and Mariya Andrushko. Sponsor:Olha Ostap. Celebrated by Rev.
Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Bartoloni, Zoya baptized and chrismated on December 15, 2024
in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Matthew
Bartoloni and Yulya Toporochan. Sponsors: and Yuliya Zakharchenko.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Bartoloni, Aua baptized and chrismated on December 15, 2024 in St.
John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Matthew Bartoloni
and Yulya Toporochan. Sponsor: Darya Foerster. Celebrated by Rev.
Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Buchok, Elizabeth baptized and chrismated on November 12, 2024
in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of lhor Buchok
and Anastasiia Vanziak. Sponsors: Roman Fanta and Kateryna Fanta.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Burlaka, Mia Maria baptized and chrismated on November 30, 2024
in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Pavlo Burlaka
and Yulia Fisyak. Sponsors: Oleh Yavir and Oksana Yavir. Celebrated
by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Castano, Jason baptized and chrismated on January 5, 2025 in St.
Sophia Church, Bayonne, NJ. Child of Luis Carlos Castano and Martha
A. Romero. Sponsors: Marcel Lazariciu and Adriana Lazariciu.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Schirta.

Choban, Alexandraa baptized and chrismated on January 11, 2025
in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of Vadym
Choban and Alina Hlobak. Sponsors: Ivan Strilak, Volodymyr Choban,
Dima Choban, Roman Strilak, Vladyslav Danyk. Celebrated by V. Rev.
Myroslav Turchak.

Dayton, Mila Elizabrth baptized and chrismated on June 30, 2024 in
St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Travis Dayton and
Irene Dayton. Sponsors: Andrey Cooney-Voloshina and Julia Dayton.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Dudarenko, Noah baptized and chrismated on November 23,
2024 in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Dmytro
Dudarenko and Victoriya Hrynko. Sponsors: Oleh Taratula and
Tatiana levdokymova. Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Dutko, Elizaveta baptized and chrismated on July 20, 2024 in Sts.
Peter and Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Oleh Dutko and Yelena
Fedorchenko. Sponsors: Vasyl Shudravyi/Nazar Ohera and Nadiia
Pryimak/Liilia Sysak. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Felice, Patrick Michael baptized and chrismated on August 27,2023 in
Holy Ghost Church, Slickville, PA. Child of Patrick Felice and Melanie
Rose Felice. Sponsors: Michael Andre Ridilla/Peter Charles Urchek
and Robecca Joan Shaffer. Celebrated by V. Rev. Robert Popichak.

Golub, Daniel baptized and chrismated on September 30, 2024 in
St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Andrey Golub and
Liubov Golub. Sponsors: Mina Mina Farag and Svitlana Liubenska.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Hladun, Daniel baptized and chrismated on December 7, 2024 in
St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Bohdan Hladun
and Nataliia Hladun. Sponsors: Dmytro Lenok and Iryna Bozhko.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Hryhorashov, Mark baptized and chrismated on November 3, 2024 in
St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Viktor Hryhorashov
and Snizana Hryhorashova. Sponsors: Volodymyr Zebriga and Alisa
Kuzmenko. Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Kits, Adam baptized and chrismated on August 20, 2024 in St. John
the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Oleksandr Kits and Nataliia
Kits. Sponsors: Tymofii Protsiuk and Inesa Kits. Celebrated by Rev.
Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Korolyk, Daniel baptized and chrismated on September 15, 2024 in
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Liubomyr Korolyk
and Veronika Babii. Sponsors: lurii Korolyk and Viktoria Shrun.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Korytnyk, David baptized and chrismated on September 21, 2024
in Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of lhor Korytnyk
and Iryna Babych. Sponsors: Dmytro Kukovytskyi/Yevhenii Bochulia/
Andrii Dobranskyi/Yuriy Smyk and Anhelina Babych/lana Pavliuk/
Viktoriia Volochii/Tetiana Zaika. Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.

Kuchin, Alan baptized and chrismated on January 25, 2025 in St.
Mary’s Protection Church, Bridgeport, CT. Child of Pavel Kuchin
and Galyna Pysmenna. Sponsors: Georgios Argyros and Yuliya
Zhavarankava. Celebrated by V. Rev. Stephen Masliuk.

Lazurko, Mariam Adelina baptized and chrismated on June 16, 2024
in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Ivan Lazurko
and Tetiana Lazurko. Sponsors: Viktor Lazorenko and loana Lazurko.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Leshko, Mykhaiela baptized and chrismated on November 22, 2024
in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Misha Leshko
and Tetiana Leshko. Sponsors: Vasyl Tsaruk and Nadiya Shushakova.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Lytvynchuk, Kristina baptized and chrismated on January 11, 2025 in
Sts. Michael & George Church, Minneapolis, MN. Child of Volodymyr
Lytvynchuk and Anna Lytvynchuk. Sponsors: Oleksandr Nelep and
Iryna Sitnykova. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myron Korostil.

Melnychuk, Emily Pavlivna baptized and chrismated on August 31, 24
in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Pavlo Melnychuk
and Liubov Melnychuk. Sponsor: Petro Chornei. Celebrated by Rev.
Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Millner, Imani Aria baptized and chrismated on August 10, 2024 in
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Palos Park, IL. Child of Patrick Millner
and Yuliya Borodina. Sponsors: Adam Chornyy and Kelli Sterrett.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha.
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Moisei, Matthew baptized and chrismated on October 13, 2024 in
St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Oleksandr Moysey
and Valentyna Moisei. Sponsors: Roman Kapko and Julia Romanyuk.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Mykhaylyuchenko, Emilia baptized and chrismated on January
19, 2025 in Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Youngstown, OH. Child
of Vladyslav Mykhaylyuchenko and Krystyna Mykhaylyuchenko.
Sponsors: Andrii Mirinov and Diana Khodyrieva. Celebrated by Rev.
Mykola Zomchak.

Myroniuk, Victoria baptized and chrismated on July 20, 2024 in
St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Vasyl Myroniuk
and Yana Kalynych-Myroniuk. Sponsors: Anatolii Daniliuk and Anna
Vataman. Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Olasiuk, Aleksandra baptized and chrismated on October 27, 2024
in St. Mary’s Dormition Church, Jones, OK. Child of Maksym Olasiuk
and Myroslava Hlynytska. Sponsors: Yaroslav Bilohan and Gina
Gomarteli. Celebrated by V. Rev. Stepan Bilogan.

Pidlisna, Zlata baptized and chrismated on December 28, 2024 in St.
Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH. Child of Valentyn Pidlisnyi
and Svitlana Mateich. Sponsors: Oleksii Kurochkin and Ivanna
Herasymeniuk. Celebrated by V. Rev. Michael Hontaruk.

Prytula, Diana baptized and chrismated on February 7, 2024 in St.
Volodymyr Cathedral Church, New York, NY. Child of Mykola Prytula
and Kateryna Prytula. Sponsors: lhor Bondiuk/Vasyl Shemet and
Anastasiia Ivanovska/Anastasiia Tokarska. Celebrated by V. Rev.
Volodymyr Muzychka.

Romaniuk, Arthur Dmytro baptized and chrismated on January 12,
2025 in Holy Trinity Church, New York, NY. Child of Sergei Romaniuk
and Yana Romaniuk. Sponsors: Volodymyr Todoruk/Oleh Bodnariuk
and Svitlana Kocherzhuk/Maryna Meleshchuk. Celebrated by V. Rev.
Todor Mazur.

Ryabiy, Danylo baptized and chrismated on October 9, 2024 in Sts.
Michael & George Church, Minneapolis, MN. Child of Vasyl Ryabiy
and Tetiana Brus. Sponsors: Vitaliy and Julia. Celebrated by V. Rev.
Myron Korostil.

Shevchenko, Nicole baptized and chrismated on December 28,
2024 in St. John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Yevhenii
Shevchenko and Khrystyna Shevchenko. Sponsors: John Michael
Florig and Dariia Shelest Komarova. Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr
Yavorskyi.

Slagel, Sarah Andrews baptized and chrismated on January 12, 2025
in Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Youngstown, OH. Child of Brian Slagel
and Jessica Slagel. Sponsors: Edward Slagel and Natalie Kapeluck.
Celebrated by Rev. Mykola Zomchak.

Sydorchuk, Angelina Erika baptized and chrismated on January
12, 2025 in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of
Andrii Sydorchuk and Iryna Sydorchuk. Sponsor: Oleg Stepaniyk.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Tarasov, Mark baptized and chrismated on June 22, 2024 in St.
John the Baptist Church, Portland, OR. Child of Andrii Tarasov and
Olena Tarasova. Sponsors: Rostyslav Moskal and Tetiana Myronets.
Celebrated by Rev. Volodymyr Yavorskyi.

Wills, Bianka Elizabeth baptized and chrismated on January 4,
2025 in Holy Resurrection Church, Waynesville, NC. Child of Johnny
Allen Wills and Tracy Leigh Wills. Sponsor: Sophia Lasle Buchanan.
Celebrated by Rev. John Cummings.

MARRIAGES:

Nazar Stechyshyn and Khrystyna Andrushkiv in St. Luke Parish,
Syracuse, NY on August 24, 2024, witnessed by Bohdan Dzordz and
Anastasia Nedbalska. Celebrant: His Eminence Archbishop Daniel.

DEATHS:

Bogard, Deborah of Schereville, IL on October 29, 2024 at the age of
73 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Palos Park, IL 60464.

Chicka, Robert Stanley of New Alexandria, PA on April 5, 2023 at the
age of 86 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Robert Popichak of Holy
Ghost Parish, Slickville, PA.

Dawydowycz, Tatiana of St. Anthony, MN on December 19, 2024 at
the age of 78 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Myron Korostil of St.
Michael’s & George’s Parish, Minneapolis, MN 55413.

Grzesiak, Iryna of ElImwood Park, IL on October 26, 2024 at the age of
51 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Palos Park, IL 60464.

Huly, Patricia J , on December 23, 2024 at the age of 87 years,
officiating clergy Rev. Mykola Zomchak of Sts. Peter & Paul Parish,
Youngstown, OH 44509.

Klein, Ann of Youngstown, OH on December 7, 2024 at the age of
87 years, officiating clergy Rev. Mykola Zomchak of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Youngstown, OH 44509.

Kluse, Cathrine, on October 1, 2024 at the age of 96 years, officiating
clergy V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts. Peter & Paul Parish, Palos Park,
IL 60464.

Luciow, Sonia of Greensburg, PA on August 25, 2023 at the age of 100
years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Robert Popichak of Holy Ghost Parish,
Slickville, PA.

Palasti, Frank of S. Holland, IL on August 30, 2024 at the age of 85
years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Vasyl Sendeha of Sts. Peter & Paul
Parish, Palos Park, IL 60464.

Sekelsky, Margaret of Westmoreland City, PA on April 3, 2024 at the
age of 86 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Robert Popichak of Holy
Ghost Parish, Slickville, PA.

Torick, Andrew of Murrysville, PA on June 20, 2023 at the age of 80
years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Robert Popichak of Holy Ghost Parish,
Slickville, PA.
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CLERGY STHTISTICS

NI FEBRUARY =
ORDINATIONS
ur/—%a/;y pij [ Vwos CUiida!
PROTOPRESB. TARAS CHUBENKO 2/3/1980 PRIEST
V. REV. VASYL DOVGAN 2/12/2013 PRIEST
V. REV. OLEH HUCUL 2/12/1995 PRIEST
REV. ANDRII VATRYCH 2/17/2024 PRIEST
PROTOPRESB. CONSTANTINE (GUS) G. CHRISTO 2/17/1991 PRIEST
V. REV. ROSTYSLAV TSAPAR 2/23/2002 PRIEST
REV. SAMUEL SEAMANS 2/23/2017 PRIEST
V. REV. VOLODYMYR MUZYCHKA 2/28/1982 PRIEST
DN. VALENTINE OLYNYK 2/9/2019 DEACON
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C]LERGY STHT]IST]ICS

O

MOTUM o

NECROLOGY
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17th 1965 - PROTOPRIEST ANTONY BERYK
12th 1966 - PRIEST LEONTIJ KWARTYRIUK
16th 1986 - PRIESTJOHN ZAZWORSKY
18th 1989 - PROTOPRIEST DMYTRO SAWKA

2nd 1990 - PROTOPRESBYTER ANDREW BECK
20th 1991 - PROTOPRESBYTER MYKOLA CHERNIAWSKY
25th 1991 - PROTOPRIEST MYRON PACHOLOK

6th 1999 - PRIEST JAMES MILLER
13th 2006 - MITRED PROTOPRIEST MYROSLAW HLYNSKY
26th 2013 - PROTOPRESBYTER MICHAEL ZEMLACHENKO
28th 2015 - PROTOPRESBYTER MICHAEL KUDANOVICH
14th 2022 - PROTOPRESBYTER GEORGE HNATKKO
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Join us in prayer for the youth of our Church in front of
the icon of the Mother of God “Nurturer of Children”

3anpomyemo Bac npuegHaTHCS 10 MOJHTBH 32 MOJIOAb
IlepxBu nepen ikonoio IlpecaToi boroponuni «bepernus
JliTei»

Akathist to the Mother of God
“NURTURER OF (HILDREN"

Mondays at 7pm
KoxHoro moHeaiika o 7 Be4opa

St. Andrew Ukrainian
Orthodox Memorial Church

Spiritual Center of the UOC of the
USA South Bound Brook, NJ

Ykpainceka [IparocnaeHa
HepKBA-NAM’ITHHK CB. AHApin
Ilepro3eanHoro
Jyxosunii ocepenox YT CHIA
Casr Baeux Bpyxk, H. k. 4/
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SCHEDULE OFF SERVICES

w:

FEBRUARY 2025

3 February — Assumption of the Birth-Giver of God Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Northampton, PA
10 February — Holy Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Maplewood, NJ

17 February - St. Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Allentown, PA

24 February - Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, New York, NY

MARCH 2025

10 March - St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA
17 March - St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Bayonne, NJ

24 March - St. Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Carteret, NJ

31 March - St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, New York, NY

APRIL 2025

7 April - St. Andrei Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Jamaica, NY
28 April - Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Trenton, NJ

MAY 2025

5 May - St. George Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Yardville, NJ
12 May - St. Panteleimon Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Brooklyn, NY
19 May - Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Brooklyn, NY




UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA - YKPATHCbKA MPABOC/JIABHA LEPKBA CIWA

MARCH CELEBRATIONS - B bEPE3EHI CBATKYEMO

2 Cheesefare Sunday, of Forgiveness
Hepina CuponycHa, npouieHa

3  Canon of St. Andrew of Crete
THE BEGINNING OF THE GREAT LENT
lNoKasHHWI KaHOH Npr. AHAPis KPiTCbKOro
NOYATOK BENNMKOTO MNOCTY

9 1st Sunday of the Great Lent: Triumph of
Orthodoxy
Henina 1-wa Benukoro nocty: TopecTso
MpaBocnags

15 Memorial Saturday
MomuHanbHa Cybota

16 Second Sunday of the Great Lent -
St. Gregory Palamas the Archbishop of
Thessalonica
Hepina 2-ra Beankoro nocty - CBT. Mpuropis
Nanamu, apxuen. deccanoHiTChKoro

23 3rd Sunday of the Great Lent.
ADORATION OF CROSS
Heninga 3-19 Benukoro nocry.
XPECTOINOK/TOHHA

34

29 Memorial Saturday

Cyﬁo‘ra NOMWHa/IbHA

30 4th Sunday of the Great Lent - Venerable

John Listvychnyk
Heping 4-19 Benukoro nocty - loaHa
NicTBUYHMKA

L

L

“Do not be surprised that you fall every
day; do not give up, but stand your
ground courageously. And assuredly,
the angel who guards you will honour

your patience.”

“A discerning man, when he eats
grapes, takes only the ripe ones and
leaves
discerning mind carefully marks the
virtues which he sees in any person. A
mindless man seeks out the vices and
failings ... Even if you see someone sin
with your own eyes, do not judge; for

the sour. Thus also the

often even your eyes are deceived.”

(John Climacus, of the Ladder)

L J

L 3
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UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA - YKPATHCbKA MPABOC/JIABHA LEPKBA CIWA

MARCH CELEBRATIONS - B bEPE3EHI CBATKYEMO

® ®
2 cheesefare Sunday, of Forgiveness 25 THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS
Hepina CuponycHa, npotiexa B/IATOBILLIEHHS MPECBATOI BOTOPONLYI
3  Canon of St. Andrew of Crete. 29 Memorial Saturday
THE BEGINNING OF THE GREAT LENT CyboTa nomMuHanbHa
loKasiHHUI KaHOH Npn. AH/Pist KpiTCbKOro.
MOYATOK BENTMKOIO MOCTY
30 4th Sunday of the Great Lent - Venerable
John Listvychnyk
9 1st Sunday of the Great Lent: Triumph of Heping 4-1 Benukoro nocry - loaHa
Orthodoxy NicTBUYHNKA
Heping 1-wa Benmkoro nocty: TopxecTso
Mpasocnags & ° 0o ®
. “Everyone who asks something of God
15 Memorial Sat“rga}' and does not receive it doubtless does
lonuankia Cynora not receive it for one of these reasons:
either because they ask before the
16 Second Sunday of the Great Lent - tm?e, or they ask unwo.rthlly, X 0[{!‘ of
St. Gregory Palamas the Archbishop of vainglory, or because if they received
Thessalonica what they asked they would become
Heains 2-ra Beankoro nocty - CBT. [puropis proud orﬁ]" into negﬁgence,”
Manamu, apxuen. MeccanoHiTCbKoro
“ - - -
33 3nd Sunday of the Great Lent. As long as anger lives, it continues to

ADORATION OF CROSS
Hepnins 3-19 Benukoro nocry.
XPECTOMNOKNOHHA

35

be the fruitful parent of many unhappy
children.”

(John Climacus, of the Ladder)

L J

L 3



\ YKPAIHCBHKE ITPABOCAABHE CAOBO LIKE US ON
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX WORD FACEBOOK
3 PO. Box 495 uocofusa

South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

CALEN

Get involvedl .

Meatfare Sunday Gregory Palamas
Sunday of the Last Judgement (Second Sunday of Great Lent)

VENTS
life of your Church!

The success of all Church spons s upon your active participation!

February 23 March 16

Adoration of the Cross

Cheesefare Sunda
4 (Third Sunday of Great Lent)

March 2 March 23

First Day of

Great Lent UOCOFUSA.ORG

March 3

Mailing address: PO Box 495
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

Triumph of Orthodoxy
(First Sunday of Great Lent) Shipping address: 135 Davidson Ave.

Somerset, NJ 08873
March 9 :

Tel: (732) 356-0090



