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This year the UOL Convention was unique as it was celebrated in conjunction 

with the centennial of the UOC of USA, and the Convention was intertwined 

with the centennial celebrations. The 71st Annual Ukrainian Orthodox League 

Convention was truly a celebration of our UOC of USA.   

 

UOL members gathered in our Metropolia Center in South Bound Brook on 

Wednesday and  were greeted by our registration chairperson Pam Scannell.  

The lobby of the Cultural Center was filled with gift baskets and a shop to 

purchase religious and cultural items.   

 

The Convention was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 25th by 

UOL President John Holowko.  Following the Invocation offered by His Emi-

nence Metropolitan Antony, the Pledge of Allegiance to the USA flag and the 

singing of the USA National Anthem, opening remarks and greetings were 

expressed by Senior and Junior UOL National Executive Board Presidents 

John Holowko and Orest Mahlay. Convention Spiritual Advisor Fr. Wasyl 

Pasakas and Sr. Convention Committee Chairman Mickey Komichak wel-

comed all to the UOL Convention. The first business session of the day in-

cluded approval of the formal Agenda, Minutes, Financial Records and Audit 

Reports and review of Annual Reports.   

 

Following evening prayers, members gathered for a hospitality night.  It was a 

time to catch up with old friends and rekindle UOL bonds.  It is wonderful to 

see families come to the Convention year after year. The hospitality night was 

prepared and hosted by the St. Demetrius UOL Chapter in Carteret, NJ.   

  

The next day all UOL members gathered in St. Andrew Memorial Church for 

Divine Liturgy.  Following Divine Liturgy the entire Convention body en-

joyed a delicious brunch in the Cultural Center.   

  (Continued on page 2) 
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(continued on page 3) 

Business sessions started and there were two very productive workgroups.  

One was led by Fr. Taras Naumenko and Fr. John Charest and focused on 

youth and ways to encourage youth to participate in our Church and our UOL.  

The second group focused on communication within the Church and UOL, 

and this group was led by Daria Pishko Komichak.  Both Juniors and Seniors 

participated in the Youth group and focused on strategies to increase youth 

participation in the Church.  Several group members reported that this was one 

of the most lively and inspirational discussions of past conventions.  Each del-

egate had the opportunity to participate in both discussions with members 

switching between the two groups.   
 

President John Holowko presented Protodeacon Ihor Mahlay, President of St. 

Andrew Society, a check from the UOL ñSouper Bowl Sundayò project in the 

amount of $7000.   Accepting the donation, Protodeacon Ihor spoke of the 

great part that the UOL has played in helping St. Andrewôs Society in the past 

25 years of St. Andrew Societyôs ministry. 

(Convention - continued from page 1) 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ  ǇŀƎŜ пύ 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Slava Isusu Khrystu! 

 

It is with great humility that I greet you again as the re-elected President of the 

Senior Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA. I sincerely thank you for this 

opportunity. As I write this article, approximately one month has passed since 

our 71stth Convention and the 100th Centennial Celebration at our Metropolia 

Center. Overcoming unique challenges, the history of our Church was dis-

cussed, productive dialogue occurred regarding challenges facing the League 

and the Church and new ñbridgesò were built. 

 

One of the highlights of this Convention was the address presented by His 

Eminence  Metropolitan Antony regarding the history of the first 100 years. 

Many of us have had various questions as to the different waves of Ukrainian 

immigration and why there are such contrasts between such waves. For those 

who could not attend we invite you to see the presentation on 

uolofusa.org. to understand this further and the challenges our relatives 

had, and getting a better insight as to their motivations as they immigrated 

here to USA.  We encourage you to view the presentation, it is worth your 

time. 

 

The Centennial brought together our Churches from various countries includ-

ing but not limited to Australia, Canada, Great Britain and South America. For 

me, it provided a greater appreciation of the leadership role our Church here in 

the USA has across the globe. The clergy and lay people present at our Cele-

bration provided all of us an opportunity to form bonds and bridges that made 

our family a little larger. For me, words cannot describe the unexpected rela-

tionships I formed and warmth I found, including a young man named 

Mathew who will now remain in my prayers along with his family. Father Mi-

chael, Father Bohdan, Father Vasyl, Father Ivan, Father Taras, thank you. A 

special thank you to His Eminence Metropolitan Yurij for leading us through a 

challenging time.  

 

To His Eminence Metropolitan Antony, as you know, our prayers are with you 

as you recover from your accident and continue through your rehabilitation 

process. To His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, words cannot express our grati-

tude for your accelerated return from Ukraine, we needed you and you were 

there. 

 

Giving respect to all of the aforementioned, we are now in our 101st year. 

There are many challenges to overcome, one at a time, if we truly care about 

the future of our Church. We need to be smarter, we need to do better, we 

need to make better use of resources while overcoming insecurity and continu-

ing ineffective methods of teaching or leadership, preventing effective change.  

If we are sincere in providing a strong foundation in our Faith to our Chil-

drenðand truly care about our Faith, not an individual structure, not an indi-

vidual agenda or individual insecurities, we will do so with a sincere  and car-

ing heart while changing for the better. 

 

The Assembly of Bishops has designated the first Sunday of October, in con-

junction with OCFôs Orthodox Awareness Month, as the date for College Stu-

dent Sunday. For 2018, this falls on Sunday, October 7th. The OCF provides 

fellowship; further education; the opportunity to work on service projects; and 

opportunity to worship together. Do your college students know about it? 

www.ocf.net You can easily provide information about your student to the 

OCF through the site.  We talk about not losing touch with our Youth 

during their college yearsðthis is just one more opportunity to assist them 

and even provide them an additional social network. 

 

With great sadness, we pray for the soul of V. Rev. John Harvey of our 

Youngstown, Ohio parish and Dean of the Penn-Ohio Deanery.  As most of 

you know or should know, Father John served our Church in many valuable 

ways, but especially in serving as Spiritual Advisor at many of our All Saints 

Camp encampments; TC for many years. His contributions to the Bulletin and 

to our Lenten retreats will also be a loss. He will not only be missed by his 

family and parish, but also by the many lives he touched through All Saints 

Camp, the Seminary and the UOL. May his Memory be Eternal! Our prayerful 

http://ocf.net/oam
http://www.ocf.net
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ʉʣʘʚʘ ɯʩʫʩʫ ʍʨʠʩʪʫ!    Glory to Jesus Christ! 

On behalf of the Jr. National UOL Board and all the youth participants of the 

71st  UOL Convention, I would like to extend sincere gratitude to the conven-

tion chair, Michael Komichak, for the time and effort he dedicated to make 

this yearôs UOL Convention a success. Our heartfelt thank you goes out to our 

spiritual father, Fr. John Haluszczak, and Jr. UOL advisor, Fr. John Charest. 

Without your guidance and spiritual support we would be lost, and so we 

thank you for the inspiration and love that you bestow upon us.  Thank you to 

His Eminence Metropolitan Antony and His Eminence Archbishop Daniel for 

playing a vital role in the life of UOL and for their continuous, unprecedented 

support. On behalf of the Board, we extend our get well wishes to Metropoli-

tan Antony post-automobile accident.  

I would also like to take this opportunity and thank the outgoing members of 

the Junior National Board, Orest Mahlay and Charles Ames, and all graduat-

ing Jr. UOL members. Thank you for your service and we wish you much suc-

cess in your future endeavors. Whether you have graduated to the Senior UOL 

or remain as a junior, we hope you will join us again next year for the 72nd   

UOL Convention at All Saints Camp.  

Congratulations to the newly elected National Executive Board of the Junior 

Ukrainian Orthodox League. I am honored to be a part of such a strong and 

dynamic group. The National Executive Board of the Junior Ukrainian Ortho-

dox League for the 2018-2019 year consists of the following individuals: 

President: Alexis Naumenko - Philadelphia, PA 

Vice President: Cyril Sheptak - Pittsburgh, PA 

Secretary: Natalie Hrytsay - Philadelphia, PA 

Financial Secretary: Maddie Zetick - Philadelphia, PA 

Treasurer: Anna Swindle - Arnold, PA 

Advisor: Father John Charest - Carnegie, PA 

Spiritual Advisor: Father John Haluszczak - Pittsburgh, PA 

 

As a National Board, we are here to help you and your chapter.  I encourage 

YOU and all our youth to take an active part in your parish life and become a 

member of the Ukrainian Orthodox League. We will work hard on strengthen-

ing the League and getting our youth involved and the entire Junior Board is 

very excited about this mission. As we start a new year for the UOL, I pray 

that this year will be a productive and rejuvenating year for our UOL and for 

the Church as a whole. 

If you should have any questions, concerns, or comments about the Junior 

Ukrainian Orthodox League in this coming year, please feel free to contact 

me, Alexis Naumenko, at alexisnaumenko20@gmail.com or via telephone 

(215) 290 -7878.  

In Christ, 

Alexis Naumenko 

Sts. Peter & Paul Carnegie Chapter of 2018 

Submitted by Alexander Shevchuk 

The Senior UOL Chapter Achievement Award for 2018 was presented at the 

71st Annual UOL Convention to Sts. Peter & Paul Carnegie, PA chapter. This 

award is presented to the Senior Chapter that has shown the greatest achieve-

ment in terms of accomplishing the aims and purposes of the UOL, during a 

one-year period of time.  The winner of this award is selected based upon the 

Annual Report submitted by each chapter, by the established deadline. 

Sts. Peter & Paul Senior UOL Chapter held numerous fundraising events, in-

cluding their 51st Annual Pysanky Sale, that raised $17,000. They sponsored 

an open house, providing free tours of the church and church museum. Chap-

ter members participated in the  St. John and St. Martin Closet drive, by do-

nating various clothing. They also sponsored a free Thanksgiving Dinner to 

the community of Carnegie, to help ensure those in need have a Thanksgiving 

meal, and are not alone. 

Senior  National Executive Board  

2018-2019 

(President column -  continued from page 2) 
We also pray for V. Rev. John and Pani MaryAnne Nakonachny.  Both are 

recovering from health issues this past summer. You are in our Prayers. 

 

The following appointments to Commissions and Committees have been ap-

proved. We have much to do, not just on a stand-alone committee or commis-

sion basis, but together, with the guidance of our Senior Boardôs Spiritual Ad-

visor, V. Rev. Taras Naumenko. 

 

Commissions: 
Christian Caregiving & Missions  Karen Ferraro 

Education     Teresa Linck 

Public Relations    Michael Nakonachny 

Vocations & Clergy Support   Jack Roditski 

Youth      Oleh Bilynsky 

Ways & Means     Patricia Walton 

 

Committees 
72nd Annual Convention    Michael Nakonachny 

All Saints Committee Delegate   John Holowko 

Annual Fund Drive    Patricia Walton 

Archives     John Holowko 

Awards      Anna Anderson 

Chapter Development    Daria Pishko-Komichak 

Constitution/Handbook    Natalie Bilynsky 

Educational Seminars    Teresa Linck 

Essay Contest      Teresa Linck 

LSSK      Anna Anderson 

(continued on page 8) 

The Chapterôs Pastor wrote, ñOur Sr. UOL Chapter members are dedicated to 

not only fellowship within our church, but also within our community. Each 

member brings a strength that is uniquely theirs, to make our Chapter diverse 

in skills and knowledge. Above all, their true strength is their faith and kind-

ness.ò 

 

Congratulations to Sts. Peter & Paul Chapter in Carnegie! 

mailto:alexisnaumenko20@gmail.com
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Michael Nakonachny, chairperson of the 72nd UOL Convention, spoke about 

the plans to have the UOL Convention at All Saints Camp in Emlenton, PA.  

He also spoke about upcoming work weekends.   

 

Both Senior and Junior UOL Convention bodies elected their Executive 

Boards: 

The 2018-19 Senior UOL Executive Board:  

President - John Holowko, Holy Ascension, Maplewood, NJ; 

 1st Vice President ï Oleh Bilynsky, St. Vladimir, Philadelphia, PA; 

2nd Vice President ï Teresa Linck, St. Mary , New Britain, CT; 

Corresponding Secretary ï Patricia Walton,  St. Nicholas, Troy, NY; 

Recording Secretary ï Anna Anderson, Sts. Peter and Paul, Youngstown, OH;  

Financial Secretary ï Jack Roditski,  Holy Ascension, Maplewood, NJ;  

Treasurer ï Daria Pishko-Komichak,  Holy Ascension, Maplewood, NJ; 

Auditor ï Karen Ferraro, St. Vladimir, Philadelphia, PA 

 

The 2018-19 National Junior UOL Executive Board:  

President ïAlexis  Naumenko,  St. Vladimir, Philadelphia, PA; 

Vice President ï Cyril Sheptak,  St. Vladimir, Pittsburgh, PA;  

Treasurer ï Anna Swindle, Protection of Holy Virgin, Arnold, PA; 

Financial Secretary ï Madeline Zetick,  St. Vladimir, Philadelphia, PA;  

Recording/Corresponding Secretary ï Natalie Hrytsay, St. Vladimir, Philadel-

phia, PA. 

 

President John Holowko adjourned the 71st UOL Convention and Juniors and 

Seniors ended the convention with a closing prayer and singing of the Ukraini-

an National Anthem.  Following the close of sessions, the group gathered for 

the annual picture.   

 

Thursday evening Convention delegates enjoyed a barbecue dinner and had 

the opportunity to participate in the UOC Strategic Planning Update meeting.  

Also members viewed the Centennial display that focused on the history of the 

UOC of USA.   

 

Friday morning began with the Akathist Service in front of the icon of 

Pochaiv Mother of God. The chanters from various parishes and chapters  

joined in singing the uplifting praises to the Mother of God served by Very 

Rev. Taras Naumenko.   

 

This year was unique in that the UOL hosted a conference for all members of 

the UOC of USA.  The morning started with inspirational words from His 

Eminence Metropolitan Antony. His words were inspirational as he described 

the history of the UOC of USA. In the afternoon, Joseph Kormos spoke to the 

conference participants about building a healthy parish.   

 

On Friday evening the UOL delegates joined the Centennial Celebration and 

enjoyed a fabulous concert.  Following the concert the 72nd Convention Com-

mittee hosted a hospitality night. 

(Continued on page  5) 
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