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Axios! Axios! Axios! Enthronement of His Eminence Metropolitan Antony!
January 26, 2013

His Eminence Metropolitan Antony was enthroned as the fourth Metropolitan
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA at St. Andrew Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral in Silver Spring, MD. UOL President Martha Misko and
Junior UOL President Elizabeth Hershey along with many UOL members
attended the enthronement.
The Cathedral was packed with faithful who came to witness the enthronement,
the fourth such enthronement since the founding of our UOC of USA. As part
of the enthronement His Eminence Metropolitan Antony was vested as the
new Metropolitan in his blue Mantia of the Metropolitan and a white klobuk.
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrius, Exharch of the Ecumenical Patriarch
and Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, handed
Metropolitan Antony his pastoral staff and spoke eloquently about the qualities
of a leader as found in scripture. He spoke of a leader being a good listener, a
good counselor and a good architect, as the leader is challenged to build, build,
build. Archbishop Demetrius also presented Metropolitan Antony with a letter
from His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I.
Following the enthronement
everyone gathered in the parish
hall for a lovely banquet. The hall
was beautifully decorated and
every guest had a beautiful
program and card that
commemorated the joyous event.
UOL President Martha Misko
greeted his Eminence and
presented him with a gift from the
UOL, a beautiful panagia. Junior
UOL President Elizabeth Hershey
also spoke and presented His
Eminence with a gift from the
Junior UOL, eagle rugs.
We wish our Metropolitan Many
Years! Ispola Eti Despota!

You are cordiall
vited to…
cordiallyy ininvited
The 66th Annual U.O.L. Convention
St. Vladimir’s Cathedral
Parma, Ohio
July 24-28, 2013
“O Lord, how manifold are Your works, in wisdom You have made them all.”
~ Psalm 103

www.positivelycleveland.com/uol

www.stvladimirs.org
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UOL EDUCATION COMMISSION ANNUAL ESSAY CONTEST
“O LORD, HOW MANIFOLD ARE YOUR WORKS, IN WISDOM
YOU HAVE MADE THEM ALL.” PSALM 103
Pre-school/Kindergarten
Draw a picture of something that God created.
Grades 1 & 2 – Write two sentences and draw a picture.
Draw a picture of something God created and tell why
you chose that item.
Grades 3 & 4 – Write 5 to 8 sentences.
Explain what a miracle means to you.
Grades 5 & 6 – Essay should be 50 – 75 words in length.
Jesus performed many miracles. Explain one of His
miracles and what it means to you.
Grades 7 & 8 – Essay should be 80 – 125 words in length.
Explain what you think is a “work of God.”
Grades 9 & 10 – Essay should be 125 – 200 words in length.
Describe a time in your life when you saw or felt a “work
of God” and how it affected your faith.
Grades 11 & 12 – Essay should be 200- 500 words in length.
We realize that certain miracles happen around us all the
time. In this age of technology, do we really “see” the
“work of God” or interpret it as “news.”
Adult 18 and over – Essay should be a minimum of 500 words in
length.
Is a miracle a mystery or an accidental coincidence?
CONTEST GUIDELINES AND RULES
1. Entries must be postmarked by April 30, 2013.
2. NO NAMES ON THE FRONT OF ANY ENTRY.
3. All entries must include the following information:
a. Participant’s first and last name
b. Age and grade in school
c. The name and address of participant’s parish, including city
and state
4. Drawings no larger than 12" x 18" and NO name on the front of
drawing. Please attach a COVER PAGE or use the BACK of the
drawing for the information listed above.
5. Written entries must be on 8 ½” x 11" papers. Include a cover page
with the identifying information listed above. Entries for 9th grade
and above must be typed or printed.
ALL ENTRIES WILL BE JUDGED FOR CONTENT,
CREATIVITY AND NEATNESS.
NO ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL 30, 2013.
Mail entries to: UOL Essay Contest C/o Christine Mills
641 N. Allerton Ct. Moon Township, PA 15108

Update from Public Relations Chairperson - Joshua Oryhon

It is incredibly easy to share your parish’s events and news items with
a wide audience! By simply emailing UOLofUSA@gmail.com and
attaching a PDF of a flyer or informational blurb, you will be advertising
your parish’s special events, fundraisers and other news items to a
vast network of Orthodox faithful.
Your parish’s event will be posted on the UOL website, online Interactive
Calendar, social media outlets, shared via the UOL Email List and
published in the UOL Bulletin. As your special event approaches,
periodic reminders will be sent as well!
After your event occurs, send along a recap with photos which will then
be posted online and in the UOL Bulletin. Please contact us with any
questions and to start advertising today!
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MESSAGE
FROM THE
SENIOR UOL
PRESIDENT
Martha X Misko
On February 2, the Junior and Senior
National Executive Boards held their
Winter Meetings in Pittsburgh, PA. Our sincere appreciation is extended to
members of the St. Vladimir Parish and to Father Haluszczak! Even though
Punxsutawney Phil did not see his shadow a few miles away in Western
Pennsylvania, his prediction of 6 more weeks of gloomy, cold winter (or
whatever that prediction is!) couldn’t put a damper on the warm Southside
hospitality! Thank you, Southside, for a great UOL weekend!
Being in Pittsburgh again at this time of year made me realize how much has
changed in one short year. Our NEB Winter meeting in 2012 was held in
neighboring Carnegie. At that meeting we were pleasantly surprised to have
His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine of Blessed Memory join us during
our deliberations. How wonderful it was to have had him there, particularly
since he was not able to be with us during the 2011 UOL Convention in
Philadelphia due to illness. Little did we imagine that it would be the last
time he would be able to offer us his support and advice for furthering the
goals of the UOL. Unfortunately His Beatitude has passed from this life but
he will forever be with us in spirit.
And now, His Eminence Metropolitan Antony has become his successor to
head our Church. Having been at the Extraordinary Sobor held in October,
2012, and at the Enthronement on January 26, has shown me and our Faithful
that our Church lives on even though there are changes. We, the UOL, will
commit to do whatever we as an organization can do to help His Eminence
lead our Church. We ask that our Lord bless him and grant him peace and
good health to continue his service to our Church and our Orthodox Faithful.
At the 2013 Winter NEB meeting the Board reviewed the progress of the
2012 Thanksgiving Tithing project. The UOL determined that this project,
which asks UOL’ers to donate 10% of their Thanksgiving expenditures, has
designated that the funds would benefit our Four Evangelists Mission Parish
in Bel Air, MD. The Bel Air Parish is celebrating its 10th Anniversary of
founding! Congratulations! It’s not too late to ask your members and other
parishioners to continue to donate monies so that we can help Four Evangelists
Parish to continue for many more years!
Hopefully your chapter has also had a successful Souper Bowl Sunday! As
another project of the UOL Christian Care-giving and Missions Commission,
this fund drive benefits St. Andrew’s Society of the UOC of the USA. St.
Andrew’s Society sponsors endeavors servicing the needy of Ukraine
including its soup kitchens. A highlight at our Annual UOL Convention is
the presentation of a substantial donation to St. Andrew’s Society. Let’s make
sure this year is no exception.
Join us in South Bound Brook, NJ, on St. Thomas Sunday weekend, May 1112, 2013. Consider spending a couple of hours in assisting fellow UOL
members, Senior and Junior, in collecting parking donations during the two
day festival. Volunteers are needed to man the entrances of the parking lots
at the Cultural Center and the Fisher House. Each year the UOL designates
a beneficiary of the proceeds of the memorial ribbons which are collected
along with the parking fees. A recommendation made by the Vocations and
Clergy Committee and accepted by the 64th Annual UOL Convention was to
have the UOL raise $10,000 in three years to support professional staffing
and curriculum resources for students at St. Sophia Seminary. Last year the
UOL collected $2,000 from the ribbon sales and forwarded the funds to the
Seminary. The National Executive Board will again use the proceeds of this
year’s St. Thomas Sunday memorial ribbons sales for this cause. And, plans
are being made for a very special picnic at the Seminary! Stay tuned for
more information! Please consider coming to the Metropolia Center to help
UOL members collect parking fees, sell ribbons, and, most of all, enjoy the
fellowship!
I remain yours in Christ,
Martha X. Misko
President
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Celebrate the Ukrainian Orthodox League:
Attend the 66th Annual UOL Convention
By Melanie Nakonachny, Convention Chairwoman
This year, as you have worked busily in your chapters, you have had the
opportunity to read in the UOL Bulletin about all of the exciting events that
will occur during the 66th Annual Ukrainian Orthodox League Convention
from July 24-28, 2013 at St. Vladimir’s Cathedral in Parma, Ohio. In these
articles, you have learned about the Liturgical services, hospitality event,
trip to the Greater Cleveland Aquarium, dinner and dance at Windows on the
River, the Night in Kiev dinner and dance as well as all of the local sights
you can enjoy during your trip to the Cleveland area. The culmination of the
convention will occur Saturday, July 27th and Sunday, July 28th.
On the evening of Saturday, July 27th Clergy, delegates and guests will gather
at the Embassy Suites in Independence, OH for the convention banquet and
ball. Participants will enjoy a delicious meal while celebrating the
accomplishments of our UOL chapters and members throughout the course
of the year. Following the banquet, guests will dance the night away to
music provided by the band Harmonia.
The 66th Annual UOL Convention will conclude on Sunday, January 28th. A
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy will be held at St. Vladimir’s Cathedral, beginning
with a procession from the parish rectory. Following Divine Liturgy guests
will enjoy a brunch at the parish center and will have the opportunity to say
their farewells to friends, new and old.
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NEWS FROM THE
JUNIOR UOL
PRESIDENT
Elizabeth Hershey
Glory to Jesus Christ!
Since the last time I wrote an article, the
executive board held their winter meeting on
February 2, 2013 in Southside Pittsburgh, PA. There are many events coming
up in the next few weeks as we start preparing for Great Lent and Convention
2013! Chapters should be receiving raffle tickets any time now, if you have
not received them yet. This is our largest fundraiser and we greatly depend on
its success to support all of our outreach programs and activities. Please help
out by selling tickets in your parishes even outside of church. Every little bit
helps! If you have any questions or concerns about the tickets, please contact
me at lizhershey94@gmail.com or our treasurer Christina Perdziola at
christinaperdziola@ymail.com.

Another of our largest projects is also coming up during Great Lent. This is
the Great Lent Giveaway which is going to Make a Wish Foundation this year.
We hope to raise enough money to complete one wish at the price of $7,000.
To reach this goal, we really need all chapters to participate. Some fundraising
ideas are to hold a dinner or coffee hour to support the project or maybe have
The 66th Annual U.O.L. Convention in Parma, OH is a great opportunity to a collection for the Giveaway. We really appreciate your help in this project
renew your love for the League. Please plan on visiting St. Vladimir’s as it is one of the biggest of the year. If you have any questions you can
contact our corresponding secretary Kateryna Kocelko at
kdcutie25@yahoo.com.
Finally, I hope that everyone has been making plans to attend this year’s
convention in Parma, Ohio. We never want finances to be an issue in attending
any event. For this reason, we have established the Pysh Travel Grant to aid in
travel costs. Applications for this grant have been sent to the advisors and
president of every chapter. The grant can be given to a whole chapter or an
individual member. Please have all applications returned to me by May 1,
2013.
Please feel free to contact any member of the board at any time with questions
or comments about any of our projects. We are here for all of you! I pray that
God blesses and guides us all during the coming Lenten season and that we
may all see each other again this summer.
Yours in Christ,
Liz Hershey
Cathedral in Parma, OH July 24-28, 2013 for the 66th Annual Ukrainian
Orthodox League Convention. We can’t wait to see you in Parma!
Want to learn more about St. Vladimir’s Cathedral, the 66th Annual UOL
Convention or the Cleveland Area? Visit www.positivelycleveland.com/uol
or www.stvladimirs.org

Great Lent Giveaway 2013 - The Wish of the Children
Benefiting the Make-a-Wish Foundation
Why do we give during Lent? How does the Orthodox Church view suffering?
Why does God prevent suffering? How can we pray for those who are ill?
These questions and more will be addressed in this year’s Great Lent Giveawaythe Wish of the Children. This year’s Great Lent Giveaway benefits The Makea-Wish foundation. The purpose of The Make-a-Wish foundation is to help
children with life-threatening illnesses get a wish to do whatever they choose.
Our goal for 2013 GLG is to raise $7000 (the cost
of one entire wish for a child). Each Wednesday
of Great Lent, a new GLG session for The Wish
of the Children will be available on-line as well as
details about the collection for the Make-a-Wish
Foundation.
The Great Lent Giveaway is a joint program with
the Junior Ukrainian Orthodox League and the
Consistory Office of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry. If there are any questions please contact
the Great Lent Giveaway Coordinator Kateryna Kocelko at
kdkcutie25@yahoo.com or Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry at
uocyouth@aol.com.
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Annual
Fund Drive which includes UOL Projects, the Lynn Sawchuk
-Sharon Kuzbyt Scholarship Fund and the Metropolitan John
Scholarship Fund!
The following is a list of contributions made so far to our
Fund Drive. Thank you for your support!

Total contributions were: $3255.00
UOL Projects- total contribution $725.00
Myron Shlatz - In Memory of Myron Shlatz Sr.
Eric & Kira Senedak
Joseph Romanosky - In Memory of Mary Z Romanosky
Helen Kaspryk
Catherine Shaffer - In Memory of my bother John Lesky
SR UOL Carteret, NJ - In Honor of all UOL members
St. Michaels UOC Baltimore, MD
Bettyann and Janet Woyewoda
Kristi & Alfred Gorick - In Honor of Catherine Dobransky’s
90th Birthday Mnohaya Lita!
SR UOL Sts. Peter & Paul Youngstown, OH - In Memory of
deceased chapter members
Irene Pashesnik
Daria & Michael Komichak
Marilyn Druash
Paul & Marlene Haluszczak
LSSK - total contribution $1610.00
Myron Shlatz - In Memory of Myron Shlatz Sr.
Eric & Kira Senedak
Olga Sawchuk - In Memory of Lynne Sawchuk
Rose Boykas - In Memory of Sharon Kuzbyt
Joseph Romanosky - In Memory of Anna Lebid
Catherine Shaffer - In Memory of my husband George Shaffer
SR UOL Carteret, NJ - In Honor of all UOL members
Bettyann and Janet Woyewoda
S M Sawchuk Sales Inc. - In memory of sister Lynn Sawchuk
SR UOL Sts. Peter & Paul Youngstown, OH In Memory of deceased chapter members
Irene Pashesnik
Daria & Michael Komichak
Marilyn Druash
Paul & Marlene Haluszczak
MJSF - total contribution $920.00
Myron Shlatz - In Memory of Myron Shlatz Sr.
Joseph Romanosky- In Memory of Helen Euler
SR UOL Carteret, NJ - In Honor of all UOL members
Bettyann and Janet Woyewoda
SR UOL Sts. Peter & Paul Youngstown, OH In Memory of deceased chapter members
Irene Pashesnik
Daria & Michael Komichak
Marilyn Druash
Paul & Marlene Haluszczak
Charissa Sheptak & David Martin
St. Mary’s Sisterhood of St. John the Baptist UOC
Johnson City, NY
Anna Woznak

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

2013 Cutural Cont
est
Contest
•

Participation is open to ALL UOL members, juniors and
seniors.

•

Entries will be displayed and voted on at the 66th Annual
UOL Convention in Parma, Ohio.

•

Any homemade item that involves
Ukrainian heritage and culture is permitted

For more information, contact:
Sarah Hershey, Financial Secretary
Cultural Committee Chair
trackstar5.47@gmail.com
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Carnegie Juniors and Seniors Serving Others
Submitted by Alice Sivulich
Both the Junior and Senior Chapters of Sts. Peter & Paul parish, Carnegie, PA
have focused their efforts on reaching out and serving the local community.
Junior members Brandi Rohal and Danielle Walewski have undertaken separate
major parish projects to fulfill their Senior Exhibition Projects requirement at
Chartiers Valley High School. As her project, Brandi has chaired the St.
Martin’s Closet of the parish. This is a parish
project which serves the needy by providing free
clothing and household items. As chair of St.
Martin’s closet for this year Brandi, with the
help of other chapter members, has solicited
gently used clothing and household items from
parish members and made them available to
needy folks one Sunday a month when the
Closet is advertised as being open. Through
her special effort, this year the St. Martin’s
Closet sponsored a Christmas Party in the parish
hall for the needy of the local community
complete with an angel tree of seventy gifts
donated by parish members. Brandi will
graduate in June and plans to attend Waynesburg University in southwestern
Pennsylvania.
Danielle Walewski chose, as her project,
chairing of the 9 th Annual St. Matrona
sisterhood Cookie Walk. The Cookie Walk has
become hugely popular in the greater
Pittsburgh area featuring thousands of cookies
which local residents depend upon for their
holiday festivities. Danielle organized many
St. Matrona Sisterhood and UOL Chapter
bakers to work weekly in the parish kitchen
from mid September through December, baking
favorite varieties of cookies which were frozen
and stored. With the help of many sisterhood
and junior and senior chapter members, Danielle hosted hundreds of
community members who waited in line to enter the cookie display area to
choose and purchase their holiday treats. Danielle will graduate in June and
has been accepted at several universities, but has not yet made her decision on
which she will attend.
Both the Senior and Junior Chapters again sponsored the traditional Sts. Peter
& Paul Parish Thankgiving Day Dinner for the local community and
parishioners who elected to come. There is no charge for a wonderful meal of
turkey with all the trimmings and desserts and great fellowship. This year
more than 300 meals were served at the dinner and 40 dinners were delivered
to folks who couldn’t make it to eat at the parish hall. The food was provided
by donations from the parish, and the cooking and serving, supervised by
Howard and Lynda West, was done by many Junior and Senior Chapter
members and other parish members.

All Saints Camp Lucky Calendars
Submitted by Christine Mills
The All Saints Camp Committee & Booster Club would like to extend
a big “Thank You” to all of our “Lucky Calendar” sellers and
winners for 2012!
This is an important project that continues to help support the camp!
Proceeds of $7000 have been provided from “Lucky Calendar” sales
to continue the projects and upkeep of the camp.
A “Lucky Calendar” is a chance calendar that gives you the chance
to win a minimum of $25 a day (more on special days listed in the
calendar)! We had a $1000 calendar winner this year! With your
$25 donation, you receive a three digit number that is your number
for the entire year of 2013. If your number matches the number of
the “Evening” Pennsylvania Daily Lottery (3 digit number drawing)
you win the prize listed on the calendar for that day! Prizes are
mailed out twice a month. You don’t need to live in Pennsylvania to
play!
If you are interested in selling “Lucky Calendars” at your parish or
would just like to purchase your own calendar, please contact
Christine Mills. Please send your $25 check made out to “All Saints
Camp Boosters” to the address below and your calendar(s) will be
sent out to you as soon as possible! The new 2013 Calendars will
be available in November! Hope you are a winner!
Christine Mills

641 N. Allerton Ct. Moon Township, PA 15108
412-716-0562 cmills63@comcast.net
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Maplewood Senior UOL
Submitted by Daniel Gulak – Chapter President
Holy Ascension Maplewood UOL enjoyed a relaxing picnic at the Gulak’s
house. Father Oleh
Hucul and Father
Jakiw Norton were
there to enjoy the festivities with us.
In November, members of the Ukrainian
Orthodox League of
Holy
Ascension
Maplewood, New
Jersey joined in the
Remembrance March
commemorating the
80th anniversary of
the genocide of the
Ukrainian people from 1932 to 1933, which was held in New York City. The
march began at 7th Street and culminated at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Our beloved Metropolitan Antony led the march along with His Grace Bishop Paul of
the Stamford Eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. We were joined by
UOL members from other Parishes who also participated in this historic event.
Pictured are members of our UOL from Holy Ascension Maplewood along
with UOL League members from Johnson City, New York and St. Andrews
South Bound Brook. Pictured are Olga Coffey, Daria Pishko-Komichak, Mickey
Komichak, Walter Stepowyj, Lynne Gulak, Pam Scannell, and Dan Gulak.
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Starting or Renewing a UOL Presence in Your Parish
Submitted by Pam Scannell
Financial Secretary and Membership and Chapter
Development Chair
During a recent visit to St. Vladimir’s in Pittsburgh, PA, I was asked how a
new chapter or renewing chapter could afford Chapter Dues and a Chapter
Project Donation if they were just starting out. This is an excellent question
and easy to address because we have a progression of the financial obligations
that helps this evolving transition.
First let’s start with asking parish members to be a part of the UOL. Welcome
new members and share your enthusiasm for the projects of the UOL. The
UOL connects us to other Orthodox parishes and individuals throughout the
US. This connection helps us to worship together and work together
accomplishing the tasks we would not be able to separately.
Through the UOL I have met many wonderful Orthodox people throughout
the US and this would not have occurred unless I was a current UOL member.
Most of my new Orthodox friendships have been made at the yearly UOL
conventions held in many different cities. I have had the opportunity to
worship in many different Orthodox churches and have met many different
Orthodox priests. These experiences have only broadened my understanding
of Orthodoxy and Ukrainian Heritage.
During my visit to St. Vladimir’s, I met Larissa Kocelko, the niece of
Metropolitan Constantine of Blessed Memory. It was wonderful to talk to
her and her daughter Alya and witness their enthusiasm for their Orthodox
faith and Ukrainian heritage. I also met several other parish members who
share the same dedication to their church. These are the types of encounters
that enrich us as Orthodox Christians.
So, secondly consider having an event that showcases the UOL in your parish.
Invite new and old members as well as other parishioners to come and learn
about the UOL and why this organization is vital to the success of our church
on the local and national level. Enjoy each others company as you celebrate
your involvement in the UOL, and teach others of its importance in your life
and why you continue to promote its motto “Dedicated to our Church,
Devoted to its Youth.”
Our UOL accomplishments could not have been achieved on our own. We
needed members and chapters to reach these goals. Take a look at the bubbles
in the Bigger Picture graphic and see all that can and will be accomplished!

Lastly, once you have reached this stage, have your members pay dues, and
the first year, that is all that is required. We will have you listed on our roster
as a chapter. The second year a Chapter Project donation along with member
dues is required. This Project Donation can be any amount. The third year
Member Dues, a Project Donation and then finally Chapter Dues are asked
to be paid. If for some reason any of this is difficult, please contact me or
any UOL board member for assistance. Let’s show others the importance of
the UOL in your life and why you continue to promote its motto:
“Dedicated to our Church, Devoted to its Youth.”

Please help support our graduates
by contributing to the L.S.S.K. Scholarship Fund!
Your generosity is GREATLY appreciated!
Use the enclosed envelope or mail donations directly to:
Alexis Oryhon
406 Odell Ave., Endicott, NY 13760

,
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St. Vladimir’s Senior UOL Philadelphia, PA
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A friendly reminder that it is never too late to
contribute to the

While the bears have been hibernating during this winter, the members of St.
Vladimir’s UOL have had no time to hibernate. The winter is our busiest
season with many chapter and parish events. December always starts with
our Annual Christmas Bazaar and chapter members are key workers in the
The Ukrainian Orthodox League is
parish’s biggest fundraiser for the year.

Annual Fund Drive!!

At the end of the month our chapter members had a chance to enjoy a UOL
Family Fun Night. The entire parish was invited to come to the hall for some
Fa-la-la-la Fun! For the last few years our chapter had sponsored a night at

“Dedicated to Our Church,
Devoted to its Youth”
Look at the ways your donations can help the good works of our
league:

UOL Projects
•
•
•
•
•
•

UOL Bulletin
Youth Commission activities
Christian Care Giving & Missions
Education
Annual Essay Contests
Cultural projects

Lynn Sawchuk-Sharon Kuzbyt
Scholarship Fund
Dave and Buster’s, a restaurant and arcade, but this year we decided to shake
it up a bit and sponsored the Family Fun night with planned group events.
Forty children, adolescents and
adults gathered in the church hall
for the first annual UOL version
of the Amazing Race. Similar to
the show, we planned events that
required a variety of skills and
encouraged team members to
work together. Natalie Bilynsky
was the show host and planned
the activities while Fr. Taras
Naumenko, Andrea Swan and
Tony
Sufler served as judges. They took their
responsibilities very seriously and the competition
was intense. The five teams were randomly
assigned by having each member count off by 5.
The first activity was coming up with a group
name. The second event was creating the most
artistic “zvizda” (the star that carolers carry when
they go caroling in Ukraine) to decorate. Each
team was given the same materials and the artistic
ability among the groups was absolutely amazing.
N e x t
team members participated in a
Ukrainian Dance off where each
team nominated a member to dance.
The teams were then asked to
perform a Christmas Carol or to
recreate a scene from their favorite
Christmas movie. Little Mia Zetick
and her back-up singers wowed the
crowd and judges with her rendition
of Hark the Herald Angels sing. The
Amazing Race always has an eating
competition and the UOL version of
the race was no different, as teams
nominated a person to eat pickled
herring as quickly as possible. Vera
Sufler blew away the competition
and her agents are looking to see if
she can sign up for other
herring eating contests.
The teams were in close
competition until the final
task, a puzzle of religious
knowledge. The team led
by Pani Matka Laura
Naumenko and Missy
Sheptak
emerged
victorious.
It was
wonderful to have the
(continued on page 7)

•
•
•
•

scholarships to current/former JR UOL members
nurtures future leaders of our church
encourages our youth to strive to their potential
fosters the UOL motto – “Devoted to its Youth”

Metropolitan John Scholarship Fund
•
•
•
•

encourages candidates to the priesthood
provides tuition assistance to seminarians at St. Sophia’s
Seminary
provides tuition assistance for clergy for higher education
upholds the UOL motto – “Dedicated to Our Church”

Please take a moment and use the enclosed
envelope to make your donation today!!
OR mail your donation to:
Pam Scannell, Financial Secretary
2000 Clover Drive
Vestal, NY 13850

Thank you for your continued support!!

PAGE 7

UOL BULLETIN

MARCH 2013

(Philadelphia - continued from page 6)
Sheptak family home in Philadelphia and joining us for the event.

Our next UOL event was our annual caroling to visit shut-ins. Each year our
chapter members visit parishioners who are homebound or live in nursing
homes.

sponsors a lovely brunch. This year Rebecca Druash McNulty and Karen
Ferraro were the sponsors and prepared delicious egg casseroles along
with a great spread of baked goods and fruits. The hall was full with many
parishioners and the meal was enjoyed by all.

Young Adult Winter Weekend Getaway
Submitted by Emily Kominko
The Young Adult Committee held the annual Young Adult Winter Weekend
Our next project was preparing and
distributing cookies to all parishioners for
Nativity. Junior UOL Members greeted all
parishioners and handed out cookies to
them. The cookie had a small tag that
greeted them on the feast day and
encouraged
them to join
the parish.
On the Eve of Theophany our chapter prepared
our 4th Annual Holodna Kutya. That evening
forty parishioners attended the dinner and the
blessing of water. Our dinner started with a
special prayer. Natalie Bilynsky explained the
miracle of the Holy Fire, when the Patriarch of
Jerusalem enters the tomb of Christ on Pascha
and exits with the Holy Fire when his candle is
miraculously lit. Natalie brought candles that
were lit from the candles from the tomb and
shared the light with all members. It is said
that a candle that was lit at the tomb passes the light on to others. So each
person at the dinner received
a candle that was lit from the
candle brought from the Holy
Land.
For the dinner
parishioners enjoyed the
traditional Holodna Kutya
dinner, holubtsi, varenyky,
fish, borsht, kutya and uzvar.
As part of the dinner we enjoy
the dinner as one large family
around a large table.
Following dinner everyone
joined in prayer for the blessing of water.
The feast of Theophany was celebrated on Sunday with our Annual blessing
of our ice cross. Each year David and Lisa Sembrot along with Mike Fesnak
donate funds for the beautifully ornate ice sculpture. That day our UOL chapter

Getaway on the weekend of January 11-13, 2013. Five young adults from
the Parma and Pittsburgh areas traveled to the Pocono Mountains,
Pennsylvania for a weekend of fellowship and fun. The weekend began
with a delicious dinner and an evening full of playing many different board
games after a long day of traveling. The following morning, the group was
discussing the newly released movie Les Miserables. With the weather
being warmer than expected that Saturday, the entire group opted for a
warmer weather
excursion rather
than hitting the
ski slopes. The
group traveled
to the nearest
mall
which
happened to
hold a movie
theater inside
and enjoyed the
movie
Les
Miserables all
together. After
the movie, a
beautiful turkey dinner was waiting. As it is during the Thanksgiving season,
everyone felt blessed to be able to spend the weekend together away from
work and other distractions that so often take over our lives. Throughout
dinner and the rest of the evening, everyone was singing and humming the
songs from the movie that was seen earlier in the afternoon. It became
quite a performance when the song would catch on and everyone would
sing for a moment, until it was realized that the words were not completely
known.
On Sunday morning, the group traveled to St. Michael’s parish in Scranton,
Pennsylvania for Divine Liturgy. The group was warmly welcomed by the
parishioners there and Fr. Nestor Koval. The parish invited the participants
of the weekend getaway to join in the coffee hour following the liturgy
before traveling home. A farewell lunch was enjoyed at the local Ruby
Tuesday restaurant, where the young adults spent a bit more time in each
other’s company before heading home their separate ways. Overall, it was
a thoroughly enjoyable weekend, and the Young Adult Committee is looking
forward to the next event that will be held at All Saints Camp over Memorial
Day weekend. See you there!
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UOL LENTEN RETREAT
Retreat will focus on the text
“The Way of a Pilgrim”
SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 2013
New Location!!!
Villa of Our Lady Retreat House Mt. Pocono, PA
SPEAKERS
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony
His Grace Bishop Daniel
Fr. Bazyl Zawierucha
Also enjoy a presentation about the Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land!
For more information contact
Natalie Bilynsky 610-892-7315
nsufler@aol.com

Start making plans to attend the
St. Thomas Pilgrimage
South Bound Brook, New Jersey
Saturday May 11th and Sunday May 12th
Help out with parking duty and support our UOL
as we raise funds for our Seminary!
On Saturday Evening attend the
2nd Annual UOL Sponsored
Meet the Seminarians Night
Enjoy dinner and games!
We hope to see you there!
More details in our next UOL Bulletin!
Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[

Western PA UOL LENTEN RETREAT
SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2013
Guest speaker:
Dr. Gayle Woloschak

Villa Maria Retreat Center
Villa Maria, PA
(N.E. OH / W. PA...15 min from Youngstown,
only 1 1/4 hours from Cleveland & Pittsburgh)
For more info please contact:
Diane Senedak 330.792.6699
dkssenny@aol.com
Melanie Nakonachny 440.842.3820
MelanieNak@aol.com
Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[Y[
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A donation to the Tribute Fund is an acknowledgment of a
Milestone, Memorial, or Accomplishment, or is a Special
Recognition of an individual or group.
Your much-appreciated contribution is used to support and
further the Mission of the Ukrainian Orthodox League. All
donations are published in the UOL Bulletin.
Donor

Occasion/Tribute

Sts. Peter and Paul
Church Council
Carnegie, PA

In celebration ofJunior Chapter
member Brandi Rohal and
Danielle Walewski for their hard work
and dedication in completing projects
that benefited their church and the
neighboring communities.
(Please see article on page 4)
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Have you been wanting to honor or thank
someone special?
The tribute fund is the ideal way to honor someone or commemorate a special event!
It is very easy to submit a Tribute.
Don’t put it off -- sent your tribute today!!
To submit your Tribute: Submit a card that includes your Name
and Address, the Name of the Person to Receive the Tribute, the
occasion of the Tribute (for example In Memory or To Honor), and
the Name and Address of the person to whom an acknowledgement
card should be sent.
For a contribution of $20 or more, the name and occasion is printed
in the UOL Bulletin.UOL Tributes should be submitted to:
Natalie Bilynsky 703 Pine Ridge Road Media, PA 19063.
Please make check payable to Ukrainian Orthodox League.
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH
ATTENTION BULLETIN READERS:
We haven’t moved but our post office has -- when submitting
items for the UOL Bulletin - please note change in address:
Natalie Bilynsky 703 Pine Ridge Road MEDIA, PA 19063

UOL Bulletin
c/o Natalie Bilynsky
703 Pine Ridge Road
Media, PA 19063
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