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Statement of the Council of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora
on the occasion of the

I53T ANNIVERSARY
of the

INDEPENDERNCE OF UKRAINE

To the Reverend Clergy and Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the United States of America and Diaspora, and to all people of goodwill:

/N With profound gratitude to Almighty God, the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA and Diaspora joins the people of Ukraine and Ukrainians throughout the world in
commemorating the 35th anniversary of the restoration of Ukraine’s independence, proclaimed on August
24, 1991. This historic day marked not merely the rebirth of a sovereign state, but the renewal of a
people’s God-given right to live in freedom, preserve their faith, safeguard their cultural heritage, and
shape their future according to the principles of truth, justice, and human dignity.

This anniversary carries particular significance as our nation in the United States celebrates the 250th
anniversary of American independence. Though separated by history and circumstance, both nations
bear witness to the enduring truth that freedom is never inherited without sacrifice, nor preserved without
courage. The United States became a beacon of liberty through the steadfast commitment of those who
believed that human dignity is rooted in the Creator. Ukraine likewise continues its own journey of
defending these same sacred principles, demonstrating to the world that freedom is both a gift from God
and a solemn responsibility entrusted to every generation.

For well over a century, Ukrainian Americans have faithfully nurtured the spiritual, cultural, and national
identity of their ancestral homeland while contributing with gratitude and loyalty to the life of the United
States. Through the vision and sacrifice of clergy, community leaders, educators, veterans, scholars, and
countless faithful families, our communities have preserved the Ukrainian language, traditions, Christian
faith, and historical memory. Today, that same spirit continues as Ukrainian Americans tirelessly support
humanitarian relief, advocate for justice, welcome refugees, and stand beside the courageous men and
women of the Armed Forces of Ukraine who defend not only their homeland but the fundamental values
of freedom and human dignity.

As Orthodox Christians, we recognize that the strength of Ukraine has always been rooted not merely in
its borders but in its spiritual inheritance. From the Holy Baptism of Kyivan Rus’, through the witness
of saints, hierarchs, monastics, clergy, fathers and mothers, and faithful believers across the centuries,
generations have been formed in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Their lives remind us that authentic patriotism
is inseparable from holiness, that love for one’s homeland is expressed through sacrificial service, and
that every Christian bears responsibility for the welfare of both neighbor and nation.

Today, however, this celebration is tempered by sorrow. For more than four years, the people of Ukraine
have continued to endure the devastating consequences of Russia’s brutal and unjust invasion. Countless




lives have been lost, families have been separated, cities and villages have been destroyed, and millions
continue to carry the wounds of war in body, mind, and spirit. Yet amid unimaginable suffering, the
Ukrainian people remain steadfast in faith and hope. We also express our profound gratitude to the
nations, communities, churches, humanitarian organizations, and countless friends throughout the
world whose generosity, prayers, and unwavering solidarity continue to sustain the people of Ukraine
during this darkest chapter of its modern history.

As we commemorate this sacred anniversary, we also recognize that the story of Ukraine is not lived
in isolation. Across the nations of Western Europe, Australia, North and South America, generations
of Ukrainians have established vibrant communities that preserve the Orthodox Christian faith, and
the rich spiritual and cultural heritage of their ancestors. United by prayer, historical memory, and
a common calling to serve God and neighbor, these communities continue to share in the joys and
sorrows of the Ukrainian people. Together, they bear witness that the bonds of faith, compassion, and
mutual responsibility transcend national borders, reminding us that the suffering of one people becomes
the concern of all who seek truth, justice, peace, and the God-given dignity of every human person.

As the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the United States of America and Diaspora, we reaffirm our
unwavering commitment to pray, to serve, and to stand with the suffering. We call upon our clergy and
faithful to continue supporting humanitarian ministries, caring for refugees, comforting the grieving,
advocating for peace founded upon justice, and remaining faithful witnesses to the Gospel of Christ,
who alone grants a peace the world cannot give.

On this sacred anniversary, let us pray that the Lord will strengthen the defenders of Ukraine, comfort
every family mourning the loss of loved ones, heal the wounded, protect the innocent, and grant wisdom
to all who bear responsibility for the future of nations. May He bless the people of Ukraine with a just
and lasting peace, preserve the unity of its people, and grant that future generations may live in freedom,
dignity, and faith.

Through the prayers of the Most Holy Birth-Giver of God, the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles Prince
Volodymyr and Princess Olha, and all the saints of the land of Ukraine, may the Lord bless and strengthen
all people who labor for truth, justice, peace, and reconciliation.
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