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Beloved brothers in the Holy Priesthood, dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, faithful of our Ukrainian
)/ Orthodox communities in the United States of America and throughout the Diaspora:

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

With hearts filled with ineffable joy and radiant hope, we greet you on the Great and Glorious Feast
of the Resurrection of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ - the Feast of Feasts and the Triumph of
Triumphs!

On this holy and life-giving day, the Church proclaims to the world that Christ has conquered death,
shattered the gates of Hades, and granted us the promise of eternal life. The empty tomb stands as an
everlasting witness that darkness cannot overcome light, and that love, sacrificial and divine, is stronger
than death itself.

As we prayerfully enter into the mystery of the Resurrection, our minds and hearts are drawn to that
sacred moment when the Risen Lord appeared in the midst of His disciples - those who were fearful,
uncertain, and burdened by the realities of their time. Standing among them, He spoke words that echo
through the centuries and into our present moment: “Peace be with you.”

This peace - the peace of Christ - is not as the world gives. It is not temporary, nor is it dependent upon
the absence of conflict. It is the deep, abiding presence of God within the human heart - a peace that
heals wounds, restores hope, and transforms fear into faith.

Today, humanity stands in desperate need of this divine peace. Our world is wounded by division,
shaken by violence, and burdened by the tragedies of war. The ongoing suffering in Ukraine, the unrest
in the Middle East, and conflicts across the globe reveal not only political and social fractures, but also
a deeper spiritual crisis - a loss of the Christ-centered life rooted in humility, love, and truth.

In place of peace, we too often encounter pride. In place of love, anger. In place of selflessness, a
consuming pursuit of power and control.

And yet, in the midst of this brokenness, the Risen Christ continues to stand among us -
quietly, patiently - offering once again His eternal greeting: “Peace be with you.”

Beloved in the Lord, this Paschal message calls each of us not only to receive this peace,
but to become bearers of it - to become peacemakers in a world longing for healing.




In a particular way, we turn our hearts to the youth of our Church - the young souls entrusted to our care,
who are growing and searching for meaning in a complex and often confusing world. They are not only the
future of the Church; they are the living members of the Body of Christ today.

They look to us. They learn not only from what we say, but from how we live. If we desire for them to walk
in the way of Christ, we must first become examples of that way.

Parents, clergy, and all faithful are called to embody lives of faith, morality, and piety - to create homes
and communities where Christ is not only spoken of, but truly present. Our families must become small
domestic churches, places where prayer is lived, forgiveness is practiced, and love is sacrificial.

Let us remember: Our children are in the Church - and they are learning the life in Christ by looking at us.

May we be mindful of our words, our actions, and the witness we offer. For in shaping the next generation,
we participate in the sacred work of God Himself.

On this radiant Feast of Pascha, let us renew our commitment to live as true disciples of the Risen Lord -
rejecting the darkness of sin and division, and embracing the light of peace, reconciliation, and love.

Let us bring the peace of Christ into our homes, our parishes, and our world. Let us become, in truth,
witnesses of the Resurrection.

With heartfelt prayers for each of you, we ask the Risen Lord to bless your families with health, strengthen
you in faith, grant peace to Ukraine and to all suffering lands, and fill your hearts with the unending joy of

His victory over death.

May the light of the Resurrection guide your every step and remind you always that Christ is among us -
now and forever.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

With archpastoral love in the Risen Lord,
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