
ARCHPASTORAL
CHRISTMAS LETTER

of the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora

To the Clergy and Faithful in the USA, Australia, New Zealand, Western Europe, and 
South America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

As we gather in the radiant light of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, our 
hearts are warmed with the joy of this sacred season. We rejoice in the birth of Emmanuel—
God with us—who entered our world to bring salvation, hope, and peace to all. This holy 
celebration coincides with the conclusion of the year 2024 and the dawn of 2025, a new 
year of God’s grace. Together, let us reflect upon the blessings of the past year and prepare 
to welcome the coming year with faith, love, and a renewed commitment to walk in the 
light of Christ.  The Lord’s Nativity reminds us that His grace is ever-present, calling us to 
enter into the new year striving for peace and reaching out with love to the darkest corners 
of our world – most especially to Ukraine. In a society often marked by division and a 
culture of isolation, Christ came to unite us, to transform us back to our original dignity as 
children of God. His Incarnation is a call to rebuild relationships, foster community, and 
reflect the love of our Creator in our daily lives.

The Nativity season is also a time to celebrate the timeless traditions that define our 
Ukrainian Orthodox faith and culture. The Holy Supper (Sviata Vecheria) brings families 
together in sacred gatherings that span generations—grandparents, parents, and children 
united in prayer and thanksgiving. These cherished customs, passed down through the 
centuries, proclaim the joyful message of Christ’s Nativity and remind us of our shared 
identity as His people. The singing of traditional carols (kolyadky), with their proclamations 
of the Savior’s coming, strengthens our bonds of faith and brings the Light of the Nativity 
into our homes and communities.



We encourage you, dear faithful, to preserve these sacred traditions and pass them on to 
future generations. Sing the carols, prepare the Holy Supper, and greet one another with 
the timeless proclamation: “Christ is Born! Glorify Him!” These acts of faith and love 
testify to the enduring presence of Christ in our lives.  As we reflect on the journey of 
Christ’s life - from the manger to the cross - we are called to enter into His joy and to 
walk with Him along the path of salvation. The history of salvation, which began in the 
humble manger, leads us through the ultimate sacrifice on the Cross to the eternal glory 
of His Resurrection. Let this sacred journey inspire us to live as His faithful disciples, 
embracing His call to holiness and service.

Amid the coldness of the world, marked by war and suffering, the faithful in Ukraine offer 
us a profound example of perseverance and faith. In the face of war, lack of electricity, 
lack of heat and disrupted lives, they gather in basements and shelters, singing carols 
and celebrating the Nativity with hearts warmed by the Light of Christ. We join them in 
spirit, praying for peace in Ukraine and for all those enduring hardship in other war-torn 
areas of the world.

The Prince of Peace entered the world to call us to be instruments of His peace. Let us 
dedicate ourselves to this divine mission, praying and working for reconciliation and 
healing in our communities and throughout the world. As we celebrate the Nativity, we 
also reaffirm our commitment to the sanctity of human life, from conception to natural 
death, and to the dignity of every person as a child of God.

Beloved in Christ, may the joy and warmth of this holy season fill your hearts and 
homes. Let us proclaim together: “God is with us! Who can be against us?” By sharing 
the Light of Christ - the Newborn King - we can bring hope and love to a world in need.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

With Archpastoral Blessings,

+Metropolitan Antony
+Archbishop Jeremiah
+Archbishop Daniel


