Statement of the Council of Bishops of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
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WV é/ Commemorating the First Anniversary of the Repose
of the Heavenly Hundred during the tragic events of
February 18-20, 2014 in Kyiv, Ukraine

N

.

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

GLORY TO OUR LORD!
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Ukrainian citizens on the Maidan in Kyiv — simply because they stood for the freedom of .
k?,, choice in their nation without control or manipulation from other nations — we your hierarchs .z
and a delegation from our Council of the Metropolia are traveling to Ukraine. In Kyiv and
hopefully on the Maidan, we will participate with the Hierarchs of the Ukrainian Orthodox :"="
3

-

As we approach the first anniversary of the still incomprehensible murder of over 100 :"="

-

Church of Canada, all of us representing the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox
y2, Bishops beyond the Borders of Ukraine, in a Memorial Service for those lost not only on the o3
Maidan, but also for the more than 5,300 other people lost in the battle against terrorism and ~ “im
foreign invasion over the past year. :"=":'
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k... As we stated during the 40" day memorial service for the “Nebesna Sotnya” (The Heav- B
enly Hundred) in the Ukrainian Cultural Center in March 2014, by all human calculations, b
Ukraine should not even exist today having suffered cataclysm after cataclysm after cata-
clysm throughout her history during which so many millions of people perished and millions f
&>, more who were never born because those who perished were unable to give them life. How 3%
can a nation continue to exist and endure if its population cannot grow through the birth of
successive generations? It is by the Grace of God that Ukraine exists. Once again, we en-
courage you all to pray fervently for Ukraine, especially to the Mother of God who has always
¥z, extended her veil of protection over her people.

-

We awaken each morning over the past years asking ourselves: how can this be happening %
to Ukraine again? How is it that a nation already independent for twenty-four years cannot
r&: be accepted as such by her neighbors? How can those neighbors still claim to have “rights” Eii

-

to any part of Ukraine that have no moral, legal or logical foundation? What is important to
remember at this first anniversary of the Maidan murders as we commemorate these fallen
heroes is that they were not simply following the example of earlier martyrs for truth in
Ukrainian history. They were standing firm for truth and human dignity in response to the
circumstances of today — standing against those who would sell Ukraine’s independence once
again to foreign invaders.
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None of them expected or wanted to die. None of them expected that their very deaths would
be the catalyst for abrupt change in the life of their nation — with a corrupt “president” fleeing
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claim to his presidency or legitimacy before the world community. But, their very deaths
were the last straw that changed the life of the nation instantly. Their deaths forced a corrupt
government to realize that its days were over and that it could no longer squander the wealth
of the nation — of the people. Their deaths resulted in a new government leadership placing
very surprised members of the Verkovna Rada (Ukrainian Parliament) in authority and finally
in the election of a new President and Rada, which leads the nation today. Their deaths pro-
voked a self-examination of the membership of the former ruling party, finally bringing on the
realization that they were on the wrong side of “truth”.
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What the world needs to comprehend is that, which the people of Ukraine have known for
generations: “Heroes do not die!” (“Heroyi ne vmirayut!”’) They live on in the collective

memory of the nation and give rise to future heroes who will continue to stand firm in “truth”.

&%, We ask all of you, our faithful spiritual children, to remember that such heroism is never P
wasted or useless. It reaches not only the minds of the nation’s population but the minds of ™
the world — in particular the czars, the commandants, “unidentified” invaders and even the

. presidents who refuse to accept the new world reality and want to recreate empires. 7They "

ke, speak to proclaim: “we will not die!” No longer will you be free to murder millions of us o
through starvation, by freezing us during long cold winters or dropping your abundance of
destructive bombs. Beneath all the attempts to wipe the Ukrainian nation out of existence and

. off the world map, the Ukrainian self-identity has survived and always resulted in the rebirth

k%>, of a stronger nation. “Heroes do not die!”
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We direct that on 22 February, 2015 all our parish clergy shall serve Memorial Services com- %

. memorating the “Nebesnya Sotnya” and the 5,300 + other victims who have perished over the : E
rZ.  past year. May their memory live eternally in God’s Heavenly Kingdom and may the spirit .5 3

of their sacrifice be imbedded within each of us to inspire our own will to stand firm in the =~ "APEAE F

“truth”. Further, we ask that a special collection be made this day for the Ukrainian Aid Fund

established by our Church almost a year ago. Thus far, we have distributed nearly $200,000 g
w2, of that aid — Bishop Daniel handing it directly to individual recipients and not organizations. 3

We will distribute more of this aid during the present visit to Ukraine. %@

: May the Grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father and the Fel- :
r&: lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Please keep our delegation in your prayers as we .zan
travel through the end of February.

In our Lord’s All-encompassing Love,

+ ANTONY, Metropolitan

+ Daniel, Bishop
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3BepHeHHs
Co0opy €nuckonis Ykpaincbkoi IlpaBociaaBHoi
Hepxeu CIIA
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3 MPUBOJY MEPILOT PIYHHUIII MACOBOTO BOMBCTBA B
Kuesi 18-20-ro mrororo, 2014 p.
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Hopoei bpamu i cecmpu y Xpucmi,

CJIABA ICYCY XPUCTY!
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HaGmmxkarouuch 10 nepioi piuHuL skaxyiuBoi Tpareaii posctpity 100 ykpaiHCbKHX IpoMa- :"="
1siH Ha KuiBchbKoMy MaiiaHi, KOTpi MPOCTO BiACTOIOBAIU BUIbHUIT BUOIp CBO€T KpaiHu 6e3
BTPYUYaHHs 1HIIKX HaLlil, MU, Ballli apxuepei pa3oMm i3 nenerauiero Pagu Murtpomnosmii nogo-
poxyemo B Ykpainy. Y Kuesi, a MoxuBo 1 Ha MaiinaHi, Mu pa3oM i3 iepapxamMu YKpaiHCBKOT
ITpaBocnaBnoi LepkBu Kanamu, npeacrasisttoun [locrtiiiny Kondepenuiro YkpaiHCbKHX
[TpaBocnaBHUX €NUCKOIIB 32 MEKaMU YKpaTHH CIy)KMUTEMEMO 3ayIOKiiHy MaHaxuay 3a Mo-
CTpaXJaJIMMHU He TUIbKM Ha MaiinaHi, ane 6inbine 5300 iHIIUX Jronel KOTpi MOKJIaId CBOE
KHUTTS Yy O0pOTHO1 MPOTH TEPOPU3MY Ta UY>KO3EMHOT'O 3aXOIUICHHS 32 OCTaHHIN PIK.

-
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SIk MU BKe 3a3HAYMIIM HA COpOKa-THEeBHIM nanaxuai 3a «Hebecnoro CoTHero» B YKpaiHChKO-
my Kynsrypaomy Llentpi y 6epesni 2014 poky, 3a ycima JTH0ACHKUMH MiIpaxyHKaMH, YKpaiHa
He NOBHMHHA Oyr1a O yke ICHYBaTH CbOT'OJHI IICIIs yC1X KaTaKIi3MiB, 1110 BOHA ITEPEXKHIIa BIIPO-
JIOBXK CBOET 1CTOPIT KOJIM MUTBHOHH JIFO/Iel 3arMHY/IH 1 MIJIbIHOHM HIKOJIM TaK 1 HE HAapOIMIINCA,
TOMY IO Ti, XTO 3aTMHYJIM HE 3MOIJIU JIaTH iM JKUTTA. SIK MOXe Hallisl IPOIOBKYBATH 1CHYBa-
TH Ta TEPHITHU KOJH B 11 CyCHIIBCTBI HE OYyJI0 HAaBITh OJHOTO MOKOJIHHS, sIKe O HApOIUIIOCS 1
npoxkuio 0e3 BiitHM abo nepecninyBanb. Tiabku 3 boxoi Jlacku Ykpaina i 1oci icHye. 3HOBY
K 3aKJIMKAEMO YCIX Bac LIUPO MOJUTHCA 3a YKpaiHy, ocobnuBo 1o Marepi boxoi, sika mif
CBOIM OMO(OPOM 3aBXKAU OXOPOHSTIa YKpaiHChKHI HApOI.

3a ocTaHHiH piK, KOJIX MIPOCUHAINCH KOKHOTO PaHKY Ta 3alUTyBajIH ce0e: K Take MOXKe IOB-
TOpIOBaTucs 3 YKpaiHoto 3HOBY? SIKk 1€ Tak, Hallist OyaydH He3aJaeKHO0 MpoTsiroM 20-Ta po-
KiB 1 10ci He Moxe OyTu BU3HAHOIO ii cycimamu? SIK 11l CyCiau 1 10CI MOXKYTh CTBEPIKYBATH
1110 BOHU MAIOTh “TipaBa’ Ha Oy[b-sIKy YacTUHY YKpaiHM sika He Mae jeraabHux ocHoB? 1o
noTpiOHO maM’sATaTy y Mepiry pidHMI0 BOMBCTBA Ha MaiinaHi 3rajyroun 3aru0iux repois, I
1€ T€, 1110 BOHU HE MIPOCTO CJIIyBaJIH MPHUKIALY MONEPEIHIX MyUSHHKIB 3a MPaBay SIKUX MU ':=:::
3HaeMoO 3 icTopii YKpaiHnu. BoHu BijcToroBamu TBepAy NpaBay Ta JIOACHKY TiJHICTH y BiJl-
MIOB1/Ib HAa CHOTOJICHHI OOCTaBMHM — BUCTYMAIOYHM MPOTU THUX, XTO TOTOBUH BKOTpPE MPOAATH
HE3aJIeKHICTh YKpaiHU 4y>KO3€MHUM 3arapOHUKaM.

-
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HixTo 3 HUX He YeKkaB 4M XOTiB 3aruHyTH. HiXTO 3 HUX HE CIIOIBABCH L0 iXHS CMEPTh CTaHE
NPUYMHOIO PI3KUX 3MiH Y JKUTTI iXHBOI Halii — 3 KOPYNUIHHUM “HOpe3uaeHTOM”, SIKUM BTi-
KalouH, SIK BiH BOa4aB BiJ 3arpo3u HOro >KUTTIO, TOKUHYB Oy/Ib-sIKE B1THOLIEHHS LI0/10 HOro
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J1a OCTAHHBLOIO KpAIIelo TEPIiHHS, KA Pi3KO 3MiHMJIA KUTTS Hallii. IXHS cMepTh 3acTaBuiIa
KOPYIIIiHY BJIaly YCBIJJOMHUTH IO IPUHIIIOB KiHEIh IXHHOMY TIAaHYBaHHIO Ta MAPHOTPATCTBY
MaiiHa Hallii — Trofieit. IXHsa cMepTh MOBHICTIO 3MiHMNA JTiIepiB ypsTy, TPH3HAYKMBIIHN 10 BJIa-
1M HOBUX ujleHiB BepxoBHoi Pamu. IxHs cMepTh 3acTaBuia yCBiJOMHTH KOJNHILIHIX 4jeHIB
KepyroUoi mapTii Te, 1110 BOHMU OyJIM Ha MOTaHiil CTOPOHI “TipaBan’”.
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HE BMHUPaOTh!” BOHM MPOAOBKYIOTh KHUTH B T1aM’SIT1 HALlIl Ta OyTH ITPUKIIAIOM IS ManiOyT-
HIX TepoiB SAKi MPOIOBKATH BiJICTOIOBATH MPaBay. Mu IPOCHMO BCIX HAIIMX BIPHUX JTyXOBHHX
JTEH, IMaM’aTaTH, 10 e Tepoi3M HIKOJIU He € JIMIIHIM 49 3aiiBUM. BiH mocsrae 1o cBijo- Y
MOCTI HE TUIBKH HAIIIO1 HaIlii, a ¥ JI0 IJIOTO CBITY — B TOMY YHCJIi IO I1apiB, KOMaHIHUPIB, “He- :":"
3

CBIT MOBHMHEH 3pO3yMITH T€, 110 HApOJ YKpaiHU Ha MPOTA3i MOKOMiHb maM’sTae 1mo: “I'epoi %
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3HaHUX 3arapOHUKIB Ta HaBITh MPE3UJICHTIB, SIKi BIJIMOBIISIOTHCSI BU3HATH HOBY PEabHICTh
Ta MPOJIOBXKYIOTh BIITBOPHUTH iMIiepii. BOHM BUTOJIOIIYIOTE: «MH HE 3aruHeMo!» Bu Bke He
3MOXKeTe BOMBATH MUTBHOHHU HAIIUX TOJIOJIOM, Y OOMOPOXKEHHSIM T/l 4ac XOJIOTHOI JTIOBTO1
3UMH YH YUCEIBHICTIO pyHHIBHUX O00MO. [lompu Bci cripoOu crepTr YKpaiHChKY HaIlilo 4u :"='
3

-

-

MiCIIe Ha CBITOBIM KapTi, YKpaiHChKa CaMO-1ICHTHYHICTh BHIKHBAJIA 1 3aBXKAM Oy/Ie CIIPUSATH
HapOKCHHIO HOBOT CHIIBHIIIOI Hallii. «['epoi He BMUPaIOTh!»
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Mu 3akiMkaeMo BCixX mapadissIbHUX CBSIICHUKIB Biacayxuiu [lanaxuay 3a «HebecHoro cot-
Heto» Ta Outbmre 5300 >kepTB KOTpI 3arvMHYNIM 3a OCTaHHIN pik. Hexal ixHsa mam’sTh Oyme
BiuHOIO Y HeOecHomy [lapcTBi i mo6 ayx iXHIX MOXEpTB OyB y KOXKHOMY 3 HAC, HAIUXaHOUun
HAIly BJIACHY BOJIO CTOSITH MIIIHO Y «IpaBai». biiblie 11b0ro, M MPOCUMO MPO O0COOTUBY
30ipKy y e ieHb Ha Ykpaincbkuii @ona JlomoMoru 3acHoBaHU# pik ToMy Haza. Jlo 1boro
gacy MU Bxke po3naiu Maibke 200 THc. 1011, BIaCHOPYYHO uepe3 enuckorna Jlanuina nocrpax-
nanuM ocodaM. Mu OyeMo po3aBaTH I0AaTKOBY JTOTIOMOTY 1 TTiJT 9ac HAIIOTO BI3UTY.

Hexait Mumicte ['ocriona i Cnaca namoro Icyca Xpucra, JIro6oB bora Otus i [Ipuuacts
Cearoro Jlyxa Oyse 31 Bcima Bamu. [IpociMo MOJTUTHCS 3a HAITy JEJIETallito 10 KiHIIT MiCSIIs
JIFOTOTO.

3 mo60B’ 10 y XpHUCTI,

+ AHTOHIH, MUMPONOIUmM
+ ,ZZAHHI'.'H, €nucKkon
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