
Ðîçäóìè ïðî öüîãîð³÷íèé ïåðåäð³çäâÿíèé ï³ñò – Ïèëèï³âêó

ÏÎÑÒIÉÍÀ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖIß ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÈÕ ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ
ªÏÈÑÊÎÏIÂ ÏÎÇÀ ÌÅÆÀÌÈ ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈ

Ïðåïîäîáíîìó äóõîâåíñòâó, õðèñòîëþáèâîìó ÷åðíåöòâó òà â³ðíèì
Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè.

Ëþáîâ ³ ìèð íåõàé áóäóòü ç Âàìè â³ä Áîãà, Îòöÿ íàøîãî, ìèë³ñòü â³ä Éîãî Ñèíà
Iñóñà Õðèñòà òà ïîñò³éíå ïðè÷àñòÿ Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà!

Íó îñü ³ çíîâó íàä³éøëà ïîðà ðîêó îñâÿ÷åíà íàøèì ïðèãîòóâàííÿì äî óðî÷èñòîãî
â³äçíà÷åííÿ íàðîäæåííÿ/âò³ëåííÿ ªäèíîðîäíîãî Ñèíà Áîæîãî - ²ñóñà Õðèñòà.
Öÿ äóõîâíà ïîäîðîæ-ïðîùà, ùî ðîçïî÷èíàºòüñÿ 15-28 ëèñòîïàäà ³ òðèâàòèìå
40 äí³â, çîñåðåäæóº óâàãó íà îñîáèñòîìó â³äíîâëåíí³, îñíîâàíîìó íå íà
ì³í³ìàëüíîìó äîòðèìàíí³ ñïîñîáó æèòòÿ ïðàâîñëàâíèõ õðèñòèÿí, à íà ÿêîñò³ ³
äîñêîíàëîñò³ äîòðèìàííÿ âêàç³âîê æèòòºäàâ÷îãî Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà.

Ïèëèï³âêà çàêëèêàº íàñ äî â³äíîâëåíèõ ðîçäóì³â íàä Îñîáîþ Õðèñòà Ãîñïîäà ³ íàä ÷óäîì, âèÿâëåíèì
Éîãî íàðîäæåííÿì/âò³ëåííÿì. Íà æàëü, éîãî ìîæóòü çàì³íèòè, à òî é çîâñ³ì çàõîâàòè òóðáîòè, êîòð³,
ÿêùî ¿õ íå ñòðèìàòè, ìîæóòü äîêó÷àòè íàì ³ â³äâåðòàòè íàøó óâàãó â³ä ö³º¿ ñâÿòî¿ ïîðè.

Íàì, ÿê³ äîòðèìóþòüñÿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Â³ðè ³ òðàäèö³é, ùî ¿õ ïðèéíÿëà áëàæåííà êíÿãèíÿ Îëüãà ³
ð³âíîàïîñòîëüíèé êíÿçü Âîëîäèìèð Êè¿âñüê³; äëÿ íàñ, ÿê³ ö³íèìî áàãàòñâî äóõîâíî¿ ñïàäùèíè, ùî
â’ÿæå íàñ ³ç Êè¿âñüêîþ Ðóññþ, ³ç ñëàâíèì ìèíóëèì ³ õâèëþþ÷èì ñó÷àñíèì Óêðà¿íè, ñë³ä ï³ä ÷àñ
Ïèëèï³âêè çàðàõóâàòè ñåáå äî òèõ, õòî øóêàº ³ âèçíàº Õðèñòà òàê, ÿê öå ðîáèëè íàø³ ïðàùóðè. Ìè
âèçíàºìî Õðèñòà, ªäèíîðîäíîãî Ñèíà Îòöÿ, íàðîäæåíîãî â³ä Ìàð³¿ ÷åðåç Äóõà Ñâÿòîãî, Õðèñòà –
Ïðàâäèâå Ñâ³òëî, ùî ñÿº ç âèôëåºìñüêî¿ ïå÷åðè ³ ç ïðåñòîë³â íàøèõ ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ öåðêîâ. Äëÿ íàñ
Ïèëèï³âêà 2010 ðîêó º ïîðîþ, ùîá “íàøå ñò³òëî ñâ³òèëî ïåðåä ëþäüìè, ùîá äîáð³ ä³ëà âîíè áà÷èëè
òà ïðîñëàâëÿëè Îòöÿ íàøîãî, ùî íà íåá³” (Ìò. 5:16). Öå – Îòåöü, Óëþáëåíèé Ñèí ßêîãî “ïðàâåäíèõ
ëþáèòü, à ãð³øíèê³â ìèëóº...” (Ìîëèòâà Ïåðøîãî ÷àñó).

Íåõàé æå Òîé, ùî òàê ïîëþáèâ ñâ³ò, ùî ïîñëàâ Ñâîãî ªäèíîðîäíîãî Ñèíà, ùîá Òîé áóâ íàøèì
Ãîñïîäîì ³ Ñïàñîì, äîïîìîæå íàì äîòðèìàòè íàøå ð³øåííÿ – äîçð³âàòè ³ â³äæèâëÿòèñü ñëîâîì
ïðàâäè ³ æèòòºäàâ÷èõ òà¿íñòâ.

Çðîñòàéìî ³ äîçð³âàéìî ó â³ð³, ÿê ïðàâîñëàâí³ õðèñòèÿíè-óêðà¿íö³, ùîá ³íø³, áóäó÷è ñâ³äêàìè íàøî¿
â³ðè, âèÿâëåíî¿ ó íàøîìó îñîáèñòîìó æèòò³ ³ â íàøèõ ïàðàô³ÿëüíèõ ãðîìàäàõ, òàêîæ ïðèéíÿëè
Õðèñòà, ³, ÿê âèôëåºìñüê³ ïàñòóõè, âèõâàëÿëè ³ ïðîñëàâëÿëè Áîãà çà òå âñå, ùî âîíè ïîáà÷èëè ³
ïî÷óëè ñåðåä íàñ.

Çàïåâíÿþ÷è âàñ ó íàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ ³ ëþáîâ³ òà ïðîõàþ÷è âàøèõ ìîëèòîâ çà íàñ,
çàëèøàºìîñü âàø³ ñëóãè ó Ãîñïîä³,

+ Êîíñòàíòèí
Ìèòðîïîëèò - Óêðà¿íñüêa Ïðàâîñëàâía Öåðêâa â ÑØÀ ³

â ä³àñïîð³

+ Þð³é
Ìèòðîïîëèò - Óêðà¿íñüêa Ïðàâîñëàâía Öåðêâa â Êàíàä³

+ Àíòîí³é
Àðõèºïèñêîï - Óêðà¿íñüêa Ïðàâîñëàâía Öåðêâa â ÑØÀ

+ Iîàí
Àðõèºïèñêîï - Óêðà¿íñüêa Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ä³àñïîð³

+ ªðåì³ÿ
Àðõèºïèñêîï - Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêa ªïàðõ³ÿ

+ Iëàð³îí
ªïèñêîï - Óêðà¿íñüêa Ïðàâîñëàâía Öåðêâa â Êàíàä³

+ Àíäð³é
ªïèñêîï - Óêðà¿íñüêa Ïðàâîñëàâía Öåðêâa â Êàíàä³

+ Äàíè¿ë
ªïèñêîï - Óêðà¿íñüêa Ïðàâîñëàâía Öåðêâa â ÑØÀ



REFLECTIONS ON PYLYPIVKA/ST. PHILIP’S FAST 2010

PERMANENT CONFERENCE OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX  BISHOPS
BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

To the Venerable and Christ-loving Clergy, Monastics and Laity of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church.  Love and peace be unto you from God our Father, Grace from His

Son Jesus Christ and continual fellowship with the Holy Spirit!

We have come to the time of year made sacred because of our preparation for the solemn
commemoration of the Nativity/Incarnation of the Only-Begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ.
It is a time of pilgrimage, a spiritual journey which began on 15/28 November and lasts for
40 days and focuses attention on personal renewal based on not a minimal observance of
the Orthodox Christian lifestyle, but on attention to quality and excellence in following the
life-giving Gospel.

Pylypivka – Philip’s Fast, which calls for renewal by reflecting on the Person of Jesus
Christ and the miracle wrought by His Nativity/Incarnation, can very easily be overshadowed and even buried by
concerns, which, if not bridled, can plague and distract many of us during the holy season.

For those of us who adhere to the Orthodox faith and Order embraced by the Blessed Ol’ha and the Venerable
Prince Volodymyr of Kyiv and who appreciate the richness of the heritage, which binds us to Kyivan Rus’ –
Ukraine’s venerable past and challenging present, Pylypivka 2010 is the time to stand up and he numbered among
those who seek and proclaim Christ, as did our forefathers.  We proclaim Christ the Only Begotten Son of the
Father, born of Mary through the Holy Spirit, Christ the True Light shining brightly from the holy cave in Bethlehem
and from the Holy Tables of our parish churches.  For us, Pylypivka 2010 is the time to “let our light so shine before
men, that they might see the good works and give  glory to our Father Who is in Heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  This is
the Father, Whose Beloved Son “loves those who are just and shows mercy to those who are hardened in sin.”
(Prayer of the First Hours)

May He, who so loved the world that He sent His Only-Begotten Son to be our Lord and Savior, assist us in our
resolve to mature and be nourished by the word of Truth and Life-giving mysteries.

May we grow and mature in faith as Ukrainian Orthodox Christians so that others, having witnessed the faith
manifested in our personal lives and in our parish communities, will be drawn to Christ and, like the shepherds of
Bethlehem, will glorify and praise God for all that they have seen and heard through us.

Assuring you of our prayers and love and requesting yours, we remain your servants in the Lord,

+ Constantine
Metropolitan - Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

and the Diaspora

+ Yurij
Metropolitan - Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Antony
Archbishop - Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+ Ioan
Archbishop - Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora

+ Jeremiah
Archbishop - Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South

America

+ Ilarion
Bishop - Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Andriy
Bishop - Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Daniel
Bishop - Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA


